Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

JAMES CALEB BYRD

July 17, 1881 -December 17, 1943
James Caleb Byrd, popularly called J. C. or Jim, was a Bunnlevel lumberman and farmer, who played a key role for many years in the public and business affairs of Harnett County. 

His beautiful home on highway 401 is still a showplace and occupied by his youngest son, Roy and his wife, Daphane. Their son, R.H. Byrd, Jr. and wife and two children four years ago, erected a handsome brick residence almost opposite the homeplace and is engaged with his father in farming. The historical tour, on May 1, 1993, of Southeastern Harnett passed both places. 

J.C. Byrd was son of Richard E. and Frances Penny Byrd, lifelong residents of Stewart's Creek Township. He was one of the couple's seven sons, and they also had three daughters to grow to become adults, including identical twins, Rachel and Rhoda. 

J.C. Byrd's grandfather, Richard Edward Byrd, who married Mary Sutton Sugg of Green County, had moved into the Lower Little River area around 1855, buying a large tract of Bethea lands. He erected a dam on Stewart's Creek and a pond of over 100 acres furnished water power for a corn mill, saw mill and other enterprises. 

J.C. Byrd and his brother Samuel Miller, known as Sam, formed a corporation known as J. C. Byrd and Brother that operated from 1897 until 1939. Upon the retirement of Sam Byrd the firm was changed to J.C. Byrd and Son, so that J.C.'s son, Edward, his oldest son, who had at that time just graduated from State College, could participate in the firm. 
J.C. Byrd was also in the contracting business with J.M. Shaw of Lillington. The Byrds supplied the lumber and building materials, and Shaw took bids and made estimates and supervised construction of many public and private buildings. Many of the structures at Campbell College, now Campbell University, were erected by the Byrds. J.C. and Sam Byrd also were the owners and builders of the old Killiegrey Hotel in Lillington, a handsome building opposite the courthouse that for years was a favored lodging for court officials and north-south tourists. The hotel was named for the homeplace of Scottish heroine, Flora McDonald. 

(For more details on the lumber operations at Fonville the siding of the Norfolk and Southern Railway, see biography of Samuel Miller Byrd). 

Keenly interested in county government, Byrd served as chairman of the county commissioners and later as chairman of the board of education. He was a charter member of the State AAA cotton committee, trustee of Pittman Hospital in Fayetteville, director of the Bank of Harnett in Erwin, and an elder of the Bunnlevel Presbyterian Church. 

He married Oct. 30, 1907 Miss Linnie Ann Hobbs of Johnston County, the mother of his nine children. She died Jan. 3, 1926. Later he married Miss Mamie Sexton of Lillington, the register of deeds of Harnett County. 

Byrd died December 17, 1943 at his home after a lengthy illness. Funeral services were conducted from the home and he was buried in the Bunnlevel cemetery. 
At the time of the death of the well known businessman and farmer, all of his children, including five sons and four daughters were living. They were listed in obituary notices as: Capt. Hal c. Byrd, Charles W. Byrd and Pfc. Roy H. Byrd, all of the Army, R. Edward and James C. Byrd Jr. of Bunnlevel four daughters, Mrs. J. Allison Cade of Fayetteville, Ethel Byrd of Raleigh, Mrs. Rex G. Powell of Fuquay Springs, Helen Byrd of Bunnlevel a sister Rachel Byrd of Bunnlevel three brothers J.E. Byrd of Bunnlevel, J.S. Byrd of Linden and B.F. Byrd of Smithfield, and three grandchildren. 

Currently in 1993 only one of the sons, Roy H. Byrd, of Bunnlevel is living. Hal Byrd of South Carolina, Dr. Charles W. Byrd, Dunn physician, and R. Edward and James C. Byrd, who continued the farming operations in Bunnlevel are deceased. Ethel Byrd Jones of Raleigh is deceased also. She was killed in an automobile accident in Raleigh. Carrie Byrd Cade of Fayetteville, the oldest daughter, Ina Mae Powell of Fuquay Varina and Helen Byrd Menius of Texas are living. 

written April 1993, by Lois Byrd, Pres. of Friends of Har. Co. Library. 
Source: Harnett county News: Thursday, December 23, 1943 

Dr. Worth Byrd, Nephew, Sanford, NC 
Personal knowledge of writer 
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