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SAMUEL MILLER BYRD 

October la, 1879 -December 29, 1939 

Samuel Miller Byrd of Bunnlevel, an influential businessman and farmer of Bunnlevel, was member of a business firm with the unique name of " J.C. Byrd and Brother." 

J.C. stood for James Caleb Byrd, a county commissioner and a member of the county board of education. The "brother" stood for Samuel Miller Byrd who had a quiet disposition and keen attributes for organization and administration. 

The Byrds were engaged in farming, real estate, and lumbering. At a siding of the Norfolk and Southern Railway, known as Fonville, they had a planing mill, a saw mill, a dry kiln and a cotton gin, as well as a farmers supply store. Housing was built there for the men in charge of logging, planing, sawing and also for the clerks and bookkeepers in the store. At one time there was a 25 mule stable for the farm operations. Cotton was the chief cash crop. 

The Byrds built their own telephone line to link with the town of Erwin and the Erwin Cotton Mills to keep aware of the fluctuations in the cotton market. They furnished the lumber for the original Erwin Mill No 2, and later building materials for several structures at Campbell College such as Marshbanks Dining hall. They were investors in a men's clothing store in Erwin known as Byrd Bro. and williford and engaged in contracting with Jim Shaw of Lillington. 

Just a few months shy of his 21st birthday, Samuel Miller Byrd had lost an arm in an accident at the gin and after that time turned his talents to the business operations. He married Gertrude Turlington of Turlington's Cross Roads. They were the parents of three sons: Dr. Worth Byrd, Sanford dentist; William H. (Billy) Byrd of Lillington retired ASCS executive; and Sam Byrd Jr., a retired engineer with the Veterans Administration hospital division. Since retirement Sam Jr. and his wife the former Joanne Boone of Waynesville have returned to the Sam Byrd homeplace at Bunnlevel. The tour of May 1, 1993 passed their one story home set back from highway 401 with a long avenue of boxwoods. The pecan trees that once lined the same drive have been cut. 

Samuel Miller Byrd died December 29, 1939 and was buried in the Bunnlevel cemetery. He was the son of Richard E. and Frances Penny Byrd who had seven sons and three daughters, including identical twins, who grew to adulthood. Four of his brothers were living at his death. One sister, Rachel, of Bunnlevel also survived him. 

Source: Harnett County News: Thursday, January 4, 1940 
Dr. Worth Byrd, son, Sanford, NC 
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