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ANGUS ALEXANDER CAMERON

November 2, 1891 -December 20, 1957
Angus Alexander Cameron was a slim, mannerly Scotsman of medium height, from Western Harnett County who served 14 years as a Harnett County Commissioner. 

A successful farmer and a man of rare common sense, he was first elected in November, 1934, and was sworn in on the following December 3rd. He was 43 years of age. Cameron was re-elected every two years until the November, 1948 election. He had declined to seek re-election, not filing in the May, 1948, Democratic primary. 

On December 2, 1946, upon the organization of the newly elected board, Cameron was named Vice-Chairman. J.B. Ennis, who had been chairman, was re-named to that post. However, during late December January and February, Ennis suffered a series of heart attacks and Cameron served as acting chairman. On February 24, 1947, Ennis died. At the March 4, 1947 meeting, Cameron was formally named chairman by his colleagues. He served in that capacity until he left the board on the first Monday in December, 1948. 

Cameron's 14-year service on the county board, coincided with ! a momentous period of history. When he began his term, Harnett County was in the grip of the Great Depression. Economic distress was widespread. Before he left the board, America had entered World War II against Germany, Japan and other Axis powers, won the war at great sacrifice and had emerged as a world power. On the home front, young men were drafted for the armed services. Supplies of various kinds were scarce. Many, such as gasoline and sugar, were rationed. Living 25 miles from Lillington, the county seat, Mrs. Irma McNeill Cameron, widow of the commissioner, recalls that only through the gracious gift of gasoline stamps from an elderly female cousin who drove her car rarely, was the commissioner able to get enough gasoline to drive to the county seat for regularly scheduled meetings. 

Yet, in this period, Cameron helped steer a two-million dollar bond issue to success to finance much needed repairs and additions to county school houses. His support for public education and improved roads was consistent. He supported creation of a capital reserve fund to finance county building needs, approved the release of the old county hospital in Dunn to a new group that paved the way later for creation of Betsy Johnson Hospital. His name is the first commissioner name engraved on the courthouse square that memorializes and lists the names of all Harnett County men who lost their lives in the armed services during World War II. Cameron supported the American Legion in its request for the county to assist in erection of such a memorial. 

Cameron was direct descendant of Allen Cameron, a much revered Scottish Highlander who came to the Cape Fear Valley reputedly in the late 1770's. That Cameron was a caring family man. 

When an infant son died, the parents were to bury the baby in the swamps of then Bladen County. Family members, including a 12-year old older brother, loaded the body on a horse and sought a suitable burying place. They rode west until they reached the junction of roads that led to Deep River and Salem at a high prominence of land, often called Mt. Pleasant. There a traveler could see 15 miles in all directions. On a slope nearby, they buried the infant and marked the grave with a date--1771 that can be plainly read today! 

Allen Cameron returned to the high country where records show he had obtained a land grant as early as 1770. Soon he added vast land holdings in the area of Mt. Pleasant. He became known as "Allen of the Hill" to distinguish him from the various other Scottish Camerons in the Cape Fear Valley. Many years later, Cameron Hill Presbyterian Church, organized by the Fayetteville Presbytery in 1894, erected its first sanctuary on the same high site in 1904. A small graveyard had grown up across the years near the Cameron infant's grave. Today, a church-established cemetery adjoins the church. 

Commissioner Cameron was a Cameron on both sides of his family. He was a son of Daniel S. Cameron, a direct descendant of the original "Allen of the Hill" and of Christian Cameron. His parents were fun-loving people who were musically gifted. They often opened their home Friday nights for square dances until the wee hours. 

Not all viewed these dances as harmless pastimes and much needed recreation in the then sparsely settled area. Elders and deacons of old Barbecue Presbyterian Church served notice they were going to bring the Camerons before the church session. The Camerons were accused of "frolicking with the Devil", according to minutes once viewed by Vernelle Cameron Fillmore, a daughter of Angus Cameron. These minutes are now filed with the Presbyterian archives in Montreat, N.C. 

The result was that the Daniel S. Camerons left Barbecue Church and joined Morris Chapel Methodist Church on the edge of the Harnett-Lee County line. They remained devoted members until their deaths. Their son Angus, one of a large family, followed in their footsteps, serving on the board of stewards, as Sunday School teacher and superintendent and sharing his musical talent that he inherited from his parents as director of the choir. 

Angus Cameron died December 20, 1957 at the age of 66 after a week's critical illness at Lee County Hospital in Sanford, NC. He had lived eight years after he left the county board. At his funeral, conducted at Morris Chapel Church, the combined choirs of his home church and that of Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church sang. Mrs. W.H. Darden of Broadway, a well known singer, rendered a solo. Burial was in the Morris Chapel Cemetery. 

Cameron and the former Irma Lee McNeill, had married September 18, 1927., She, too, was a native of Western Harnett, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ivory McNeill, who lived near Broadway. They began their married life at the old Daniel S. Buchanan homeplace. Mrs. Cameron has continued to live in this historic house (Sanford, NC, Route 14, Box 222) for the 28 years since her husband's death. Today, in 1995, at the age of 87, she is alert and interested in everything in the community. Due to an heart problem she keeps live-in help. Her two daughters, grandchildren and friends, are frequent visitors. 

In a recent telephone conversation she noted that while today there is no home extension club in her area, that for many years there was an active home demonstration club called the Barbecue club. "Their first meeting was in my home" she added. One of the first programs was on learning how to make yeast bread. Ruby Isley Parker, who had once taught at nearby Benhaven High School and was later the county home demonstration agent, gave the demonstration on bread making. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron were the parents of two daughters: Vernelle Cameron Fillmore and Mamie Doris Harrington, registered nurses; and a son, the late Laurel Cameron, a farmer. 

Laurel Cameron, born May 29, 1930, was gifted musically and was the lead singer for a men's quartet that performed widely in Harnett and Lee Counties in the 1960's at various types of public functions. He was stricken with a very rare disease--scleladerma- -and died July 25,1966 at Duke Hospital, leaving a widow and three young sons. The widow, Cornelia Thomas Cameron, later married Sgt. George Stewart of the N.C. Highway Patrol and they reside in Smithfield. The sons (grandsons of Angus A. Cameron) are: Laurel Jr., nicknamed "Stick", who farms the large Cameron farms; Tommy Shaw Cameron, who is employed at the Shearon Harris Nuclear Plant in Wake County and resides in Sanford; and Jimmy Ivan Cameron, a surveyor employed with the N.C. Department of Transportation in Fayetteville, who commutes to work daily from his home on the Buck Thomas farm. 
Laurel Jr. is married to the former Sharon Godfrey. They are the parents of one daughter, Lauren, born March 18, 1986. Tommy Shaw is married to the former Jan Harris and they have two children, Brittany and Shaw. Jimmy Ivan's wife is the former Karen Foushee, a teacher in Snow Hill. 

Vernelle Cameron Fillmore before her marriage was employed as a public health nurse in Harnett County from 1952 to 1955. She graduated from Benhaven High School, attended Pfeiffer College at Misenheimer, and later graduated from Watts Hospital School of Nursing in Durham. In June, 1955, she married Dr. K.S. Fillmore Jr. of Temple, Texas who has seven generations of doctors in his family background. 

Dr. and Mrs. Fillmore have one son, named Cameron Fillmore, for his mother's family. He is a patrolman for Brazos County, Texas. His wife, Donna, is also in law enforcement, employed by the City of Dallas. The Fillmores have one daughter, Martha Christian, named for her maternal great, great grandmother. Two years ago, she was married to Dereck Dickins, a Dallas businessman. She is currently seeking a Ph.D. in Speech Pathology. 

Mamie Doris Cameron has been married to Andrew Harrington, a native of Western Harnett for many years. He is a manufacturer's representative for many years and the family has long resided in Charlotte. Mrs. Harrington is employed currently as a nurse at Mercy Hospital in Charlotte. Like her sister, she is a graduate of Watts Hospital School of Nursing. 

The Harringtons have two children: a son, Paul Eric, who is the sales manager of Livingston Coating, a well known industrial plastic coating company of Charlotte. He is single and resides in Charlotte. A daughter, Peggy Brown Harrington, is employed as a paralegal for Rexam. She is single and resides in Charlotte. 

No person who has served on the board of commissioners of Harnett County has had deeper roots in Harnett than Angus Alexander Cameron. He loved his county deeply and enjoyed serving on the county board. 

Berles Johnson of Buies Creek, retired county tax supervisor who was named to this position when it was created in 1945, recalls that: "Mr. Cameron was a genuinely nice man. His orderly ways, and quiet courtesy made doing business of any kind with the county board a pleasure." 

Written by Lois Byrd, the 1995 Vice President of the Friends of the Harnett County Library in July 1995. 
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