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James Archibald Campbell, D.D.

January 13, 1862 -March 18, 1934
Harnett County, and many individuals living within its borders, would not today, be what they are, economically or culturally speaking, were it not for the life of Dr. James Archibald Campbell. 

In its beginning the name of Buies Creek Academy, founded by Mr. Campbell in Buies Creek, N. C. was synonymous with the name of James Archibald Campbell. The academy was a big, big part of his life, but without his driving power, his magnetic spirit, and his determination to fulfill the school's purpose, it would not have made the strides it made over the years during his leadership. 

James Archibald Campbell was born near the present town of Angier in Black River township on January 13,1862, the son of Rev. Archibald Neill and Humy (Betts) Campbell. His father was a lifelong Baptist minister. The founder of the Campbell family in North Carolina was James Campbell a Scotsman in blood, but coming to this country from the north of Ireland, prior to the Revolutionary War and settling in Cumberland County (Harnett today). Both the great grandfather and grand father of J.A. Campbell were named Ranson Campbell. 

Since a younger brother had died at three years of age, Campbell was an only child growing up. The duties of the homestead fell on him and his mother, because his father ran a blacksmith shop in the week and preached on weekends. Not owning their home, nor land on which it stood, the family relied on their parishioners for upkeep and turned the pastor's meager pay back into building of good churches. 

At age 17 Campbell, who started at six, had advanced in schooling far enough to study Latin under Professor John Duckett in Apex. In the fall of 1880, he began teaching in his first school near Chalybeate for $22.50 per month. Meanwhile, he took special lessons through the mail on his own in penmanship and in 1881 accepted a position at Oakdale Academy, Alamance County, to teach penmanship. At Oakdale, by teaching extra classes on Saturdays, he was able to pay his tuition for other subjects while at the academy and help with paying his board. 

He remained here for two years and in 1884 got a principal's position at union Academy near his home. 

Two years later when he was 22, he entered Wake Forest College, with the help of Mr. Len H. Adams of Raleigh. Mr. Adams was approached because he had been a friend of his father for twenty years. When young Campbell asked him for money, Mr. Adams replied he didn't have any at hand, but would offer him several scholarships he had set up or established at Wake Forest College, that he could sell them and use the money from the sales to defray his expenses. Since the Campbells owned no land, the college accepted the son's note with his father as security. 

By 1886, all. available money was gone, and Campbell found himself selling "The Story of the Baptists" and "Story of the Bible" in order to repay the borrowed scholarship fund for tuition and to save the little home he bought upon his grandmother's death while in college. 
Thinking that Buies Creek would be a good place to start canvassing, and remembering too, the Pearson student he taught at Union Academy, in Winslow in the northern part of Harnett County he headed first for the home of Mr. William Pearson. The Pearson home once stood near the entrance of Keith Hills Golf grounds; today it is designated by a marker. 

Campbell was an overnight guest. Late, the evening of his arrival, Mr. Pearson prevailed on Campbell to open a school at Buies Creek, where there was none. Mr. Campbell accepted the challenge and started canvassing the very next day. From a neighborhood of only seven families, enough money was raised and labor offered to build a one room school. 

On a fiercely cold day, January 5, 1887, the school opened with an attendance of 16 pupils, among which was Cornelia Pearson (b. Nov. 19, 1865). Being the principal, Mr. Campbell asked her on that first day to teach the younger students. Thus, a relationship was born between the student and the headmaster that lasted a life time. They were married in the home of her parents on November 18, 1890, a day before her twenty-fifth birthday. 

As the school grew and nearly a hundred students were enrolled by the end of the first year, there was a great need for additional space. A one-room annex was built on the east side in the summer of 1887 and another on the west side in 1893. In the Spring of 1898 a large tabernacle that would seat nearly 2000 was built to house the commencement exercises. In the first six years the school had grown to such an extent that every home in the community was filled with boarding students and additional teachers since no dormitories had been built. The need for such was recognized by some benefactors, one among which was M.C. Treat of Pennsylvania, who gave one thousand dollars to begin the fund for the girls' first dormitory, and named for him on completion. 

On December 21, 1900, thirteen years after its beginning, the school was lost by a fire discovered at 3:30 am by students who had not left for the Christmas holidays. Sick at heart, exhausted in body and mind, trying to save the school, Mr. Campbell went home to bed. Next morning, he was awakened by Z.T. Kivett, a master builder, who agreed to replace the school with a brick building, the bricks to be made in a kiln set up on the school grounds. The corner stone was laid May 23,1901, and by November 2,1903 the new school building opened its doors thus putting the school in better operation. This building, still standing, now a part of Campbell University's Law School, is a monument to the love, loyalty, and sacrificing students and friends. The tabernacle, that did not burn, was converted into classrooms while the brick building was being built. 

Growing from sixteen pupils, to hundreds, to thousands from all states and many foreign countries, no pupil has been turned away for lack of funds. The school saw to it that by some means funds 

would be provided. Whether school was in session or not, Mr. Campbell continued to preach weekly at several Baptist churches, the longest at Spring Branch in Sampson county for nearly thirty years. When he was eleven his father baptized him at Hector's Creek Church, now Chalybeate Baptist where many years later, after his ordination, 

he served his first pastorate. Three children, two sons and a daughter were born to Mr. and Mrs. Campbell: Leslie Hartwell (b. April 13 1892-d. November 25, 1970), Arthur Carlyle, fourth President of Meredith College (b. November 30, 1894 -d. July 27, 1977), Elizabeth Pearson (Lynch) (b. September 26, 1896 -d. October 22, 1982), piano instructor at Campbell College for over forty years. It has been said the Campbell children were greatly loved, carefully taught, and strictly disciplined. 

It was not until 1911, along with his two sons who were getting their B.A. degrees from Wake Forest College that Mr. Campbell, the father, received his B.A. the same time. In 1926, Wake Forest College honored him with a Doctor of Divinity Degree. When the North Carolina Baptist State Convention became owners of Buies Creek Academy in 1925, the school became Campbell Junior College with full regional accreditation in 1941, in 1961 a senior college, with full regional accreditation as a senior college in 1966 and in June 1979 the school became Campbell University with graduate degrees in law, pharmacy, business administration and education. Rarely does one family produce three college presidents. 

In September of 1933 Dr. J.A. Campbell suffered a heart attack, and was given a leave of absence. He died March 18, 1934. On March 26th his son Leslie was chosen to succeed his father and remained President until he retired in 1967. "Dr. Leslie" successfully led the school through many difficulties of the Great Depression and World War II. In 1914 he first married Viola Haire, who died 1920 and left one son Hartwell Campbell. His second marriage in 1925 was to Ora Lee Green (b. July 30, 1897 -d. January 14, 1991). Their four children are: Catherine McLean (King), Elizabeth Pearson (Betsy) (Dail) deceased, Ora Green (Ellyson) and James Archibald II, a physician in Charlotte, N.C. 

Dr. J.A. Campbell is buried in the Buies Creek Cemetery along with his wife Cornelia Frances (Miss Neelie as she was affectionately known), who died February 19, 1963, their three children and one grand daughter. 
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