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Leslie Hartwell Campbell

April 3, 1892 -November 25, 1970
Leslie Hartwell Campbell, a college president, exemplified the same forceful caring, and enthusiastic spirit of his father, Dr. J.A. Campbell, for the cause of education for all who desired it. There was no harder time for a college president than the years of the great depression, particularly in the early thirties, following the stock Market Crash of October 1929. 

When Buies Creek Academy was sold to the Baptist state Convention in 1926, the school, on becoming a Junior College, was of renamed Campbell College for the elder Dr. Campbell, who continued ..serving as its president. The school's first four years rolled along beautifully, but after the crash, when there was a loss in enrollment,-the school naturally suffered a financial loss too. Sadly, in the eighth year, there came a greater loss -the death of its president. 

"Professor Leslie", as he was called, succeeded his father as president, and held this position until his retirement in June of 1967, a span of thirty-three years devoted to education. He had been a teacher and dean of students at the school, prior to his presidency. 

Leslie Hartwell Campbell, born April 3, 1892, was the oldest of three children born to the Reverend James Archibald Campbell and Cornelia Frances Pearson Campbell of Buies Creek, N.C. Seldom, if ever, has one family produced three college presidents. Arthur Carlyle, the second son was president of Coker college of Hartsville, .South Carolina, and later president of Meredith College in Raleigh, N.C., until his retirement. Their youngest daughter, Elizabeth Pearson Lynch (called "Bessie") was professor of Music at Campbell College for forty-three years. 

Leslie Campbell, having received his early education at Buies Creek Academy, graduated from Wake Forest College in 1911, the same time his younger brother, Carlyle, and his father, all three, received degrees. When Dr. Louis Poteat, president of Wake Forest College, was awarding the three degrees, he made the famous remark "the Campbells are coming", which has become a Campbell College slogan over the years. It was quite a while later that Leslie Campbell received his Masters Degree, also, from Wake Forest College.
Campbell was first married to Viola Haire of Cumberland County, who died in 1920. Their one son, Hartwell Campbell from Wilson, NC., who, at the time of his father's death, November 25, 1970, was a representative in the North Carolina Assembly. Campbell's second marriage was to Ora Lee Green, a teacher in Buies Creek. To this union three daughters and one son were born: Catherine McLean, Elizabeth Pearson, Ora Green, and James Archibald. Surviving at the time of his death were: Hartwell Campbell, Catherine (Mrs. Robert L. King) of Buies Creek, Elizabeth Pearson (Mrs. Stanley Dail) of Knightdale, N.C., Ora Green (Mrs. Stiles Ellyson) of Rougemont, N.C., and Dr. James Archibald Campbell of Charlotte, N.C., a brother, Dr. Carlyle Campbell of Raleigh, president emeritus of Meredith College, a sister, Mrs. Bessie Campbell Lynch of Buies Creek, 13 grandchildren, and one great grandchild. 

For many years Catherine King has been a teacher in the Home Economics department of Campbell University. Her sister, Mrs. Dail called Betsy, died several years after her father. Mrs. Ora Green Ellyson and her minister husband, are currently living in Buies Creek. Dr. James Archibald Campbell, a gynecologist continues his medical practice in Charlotte. Hartwell now lives in Greenville, N. C. 

Under Dr. Leslie Campbell's leadership Campbell Junior College became a four year accredited college in 1961. While striving for accreditation, he expected excellence in all departments, and also worked diligently for other advancements: physical improvements, high scholastic ratings, scholarships, and endowments. In his striving, he never lost sight of the fact that there were some students who needed financial aid and that aid, in some way, could, and would, be provided. 

Not only was he an active far seeing president, he played an outstanding role in the affairs of his county. On the loath anniversary of Harnett County in 1955, he headed the countywide Centennial project that was responsible for staging Paul Green's play, "Highland Call, in the Paul Green Amphitheater on the campus, where Taylor Hall now stands. 

Death came November 25, 1970 as a result of a long standing heart condition following his third year of retirement. From 11:00 am to 2:30 pm the day of his funeral at 3:00 pm, his body lay in state in Turner Auditorium. Participants of his service were: The Rev. Henry B. Stokes, Dr. Charles B. Howard, Dr. Donald Keyser, and Norman A. Wiggins, his successor as president. 

Burial followed in the Buies Creek Cemetery, where later, his wife, who died January 14, 1991 is also buried. 
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