Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

JOHN CHARLES CLIFFORD
June 16, 1867 -February 5, 1935
John C. Clifford was one of the leaders of the North Carolina bar and for many years an influential democratic leader in Harnett County and in the states. He was born in Davie County, North Carolina, June 16, 1867 to John Wells Clifford and Louise (Wiseman) Clifford. 

His father, John W. Clifford, a teacher and farmer by profession, was a native of Davie County, where he died in 1875. The great grandfather came from his native Ireland about the time of the Revolutionary War, and settled in Rowan, the part of which is now Davie County, N.C. Mrs. John W. Clifford was the daughter of William Washington Wiseman of Davidson County who was serving in the Legislature at the time the old state house was burned. 
Their son, John C. Clifford, graduated from Wake Forest College in the class of 1892. During the next four succeeding years he taught school in Warsaw, Wakefield, and Dunn, the latter he decided, being the more desirable place in which to live. Hence, he moved to Dunn in 1895. Between school sessions during these three or more years, he pursued his professional studies at the Law School of Wake Forest College and was licensed to practice in 1896, the year he also opened his Dunn office. 

Ten years later Newman Alexander Townsend, Sr. who was born in Robeson County May 1, 1882, became his law partner. The firm became known as the Clifford and Townsend Law Firm. Mr. Townsend, called "Nat", was a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill in 1905 and received his license to practice law in 1906. In Dunn he met Myrtle Agnes Wade, whom he married, June 16, 1909. John C. Clifford was married earlier, between 1896 and 1899 (date unknown) to Annie F. Pearsall of Duplin County where she was born on October 3, 1873. She was the daughter of David Moulton Pearsall and grand daughter of Jerry Pearsall, who was a representative of his county for many years in the General Assembly and for a number of years master in equity of the county. Mrs. Clifford's maternal grandfather was Capt. James Middleton, one of the leading Patriots of the Revolutionary War. 

In addition to his large general practice, Mr. Clifford was counsel for the Atlantic Coastline Railway and for a number of years, of other important corporations. 

For many years Mr. Clifford was a leader in political and public affairs of the state. As chairman of the county Democratic Executive Committee in 1898, he conducted the campaign which defeated the populist-fusion administration. He was also chairman in 1902, the year that the suffrage amendment to the North Carolina Constitution was adopted. 

For several years he was campaign manager for Hannibal L. Godwin, representative from the 6th Congressional District. He also served for two sessions in the North Carolina Legislature, in 1907 and in 1908. 

Mr. Clifford was a member of the First Baptist Church in Dunn; Mrs. Clifford remained a Presbyterian. 
The five children, three sons and two daughters, born to Mr. and Mrs. Clifford, were presumably reared in the Clifford home which is still standing and located at 406 West Broad street. After Mrs. Clifford's death, February 16,1933, Mr. Clifford deeded the homeplace to his two unmarried daughters, Rachel and Louise, who were already living there and who remained there until their deaths. Rachel died June 26, 1979 and Louise August 23, 1982. Two years after the death of Mrs. Clifford, Mr. Clifford died, on February 5, 1935. 

The only living family member was William Henderson, the youngest son, of Yonkers, New York, who fell heir to the property. From August 1982 to November 8, 1983 no one occupied the house. On the latter date, Robbie Tart, owner of RET Interiors in Dunn (1993), purchased the homeplace, and, after considerable renovations, Mr. Tart has been living there ever since 1983. 

The Clifford family had diversified interests; only one followed in the footsteps of Mr. Clifford, he being John C. Clifford, Jr., called "Red". 

Rachel Middleton, the oldest, born August I, 1900, was an outstanding school teacher. She received an A.B. degree from the Woman's College in Greensboro, now UNC-Greensboro, and a masters degree from Columbia University. Her first teaching position was in Salisbury, N.C., and later on, in a number of places before finishing her career in the Dunn schools. She interrupted her teaching, when nearly forty, to serve her country as a Lieutenant in the Navy. Where she was stationed is not known. She died June 26, 1979 following an extended illness, several years after her retirement. 

John C. Clifford, Jr. born August 20, 1902, the first son, died suddenly August 2, 1977, at age 74, at his home in Winston- Salem, N.C. on 1320 Reynolds Rd. He was a graduate of Dunn High School, North Carolina State University, city University of New York with a masters degree in Business Administration, and of the Law School of Saint John's University. For many years he was a claims adjuster for Liberty Insurance Company in New York City. Later he returned to North Carolina and located in Winston-Salem, where he resided for 18 years. While living in Winston-Salem he was in private law practice at the time of his death, but had served a term in 1969, as judge of the 21st District Court in Forsyth County. Surviving at his death, August 2, 1977, were: Mrs. Polly Clifford, his wife; two sons, John C. Clifford, III, of Olney, Maryland and David S. Clifford of Metaire, Louisiana; two sisters, Rachel and Louise, of Dunn; and one brother, William Henderson Clifford of Yonkers, N.Y. and four grandchildren. 

David Pearsall Clifford, the third child born December 27, 1905 died July 20, 1949 at age 44. His grave marker indicates he was Capt. in Sanitary Corp. in World War II. In the Daily Record, Dunn Newspaper for December 11, 1951, there is a news item, with her picture, that Mrs. David P. Clifford had just arrived from New York where she took a course in Welcome Wagon Training. How long she lived in Dunn after 1951 is not known or when she left. Greensboro was her native city. The next news item in the Daily Record (March 10, 1987), was an account of her death: "Delcie Mae Hill Clifford, formerly of Dunn, died Monday night March 9, 1987 in Winston-Salem. Mrs. Clifford was widow of David Pearsall Clifford. Graveside services will be held 11 am Wednesday, in Greenwood Cemetery, Dunn. Surviving is one sister, Mrs. Ineta Hill Young of Winston Salem. Family will receive friends Tuesday night at Haywood -Miller Funeral Home in Winston-Salem." 

Louise Wiseman Clifford, born October 28, 1909 (nine years after Rachel) died August 23, 1982 at age 73. All her life she lived in Dunn and worked at the Davis Flower Shop. She was nicknamed Tootie. 

William Henderson Clifford, somewhat small in stature, graduated from UNC in Chapel Hill, in 1934, with a degree in engineering. According to Charles Lee of Dunn, while at UNC his theatre interest of long standing grew. Upon graduating he went to New York to accept a job. However, on the side Lee says he "participated in a number of Broadway plays, probably on the production end." Later, he owned an electrical company, the line along which he was trained. He married "someone" among his associates, was living in Yonkers when he sold the homeplace to Mr. Tart. Mr. Lee "thinks" he has died since 1984 (listed as living) in UNC Alumni Directory 1984), but "when", he knows not. However, he "believes" his wife is still living, nor does he "know" if there were children. 

Thus unfolds the facts and hear says of a great and interesting family -the John C. Cliffords. 

In the shady family plot in Greenwood Cemetery rest the following markers: Mr. and Mrs. Clifford, Rachel, Louise, David P. and wife Delcie Mae, and "in memory" of John C. Clifford, Jr., who may have been cremated, reports a close friend. Three other graves are also in the plot: Mother (?) of Mrs. Clifford, Rachel J. Pearsall, born November 2, 1837 -died December 8, 1921; Douglas Pearsall (possibly a brother of Mrs. Clifford), born January 19, 1876 -died August 7, 1903; and the Cliffords infant daughter: born and died June 8, 1904. 

Written February 1993, by Evelyn Byrd, Quilt Coordinator 
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