Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

Conrad Belfield Codrington, M.D.

DECEMBER 9, 1885 -SEPTEMBER 29, 1965

This is the personal reminiscence of Raymond Codrington of Fayetteville about his father, the late well-known physician, Dr. Conrad Belfield Codrington, who is buried in Resthaven Cemetery, Dunn. 

"I do not know very much about my father Dr. Conrad Belfield Codrington's family. He was from Barbados in the British West Indies. I'll write down some the things that I remember. 

"My father was born December 9 1885. He had two brothers that I know of. Their names were Charles and Walter and I believe he had a sister, but I am not sure of her name. I also recall my father saying he had helped to work his way through college as a waiter on a British liner that ran from the West Indies to New York. He attended Shaw University's Leonard Medical College as it was known during the early part of the century. 

"My mother, Mrs. Edna Davis Codrington, visited Barbados and she said my Dad's parents were very humble and they were very proud people. They strived to be the best at whatever they were doing. 

"Striving for excellence seems to be quite prevalent today as I was told as recently as 1992 when I visited the Island of St. Croix in the Virgin Islands by a gentleman who told me that I must go to Barbados because it would be an inspiration for me to see how progressive the people are in Barbados. I felt the spirit of my father as the gentleman related to me his kind of inherent characteristics of the people of Barbados, because I could for the first time see where my father was coming from in some of the things that he tried to do for the people of our community in Dunn. Education, character and pride were, in my opinion, my father's major attributes. 

"My father was a physician and surgeon at Betsy Johnson Memorial Hospital in Dunn. He had many patients, both Black and White. When the current hospital opened, a room was dedicated in his honor. I am not sure about the date that the hospital opened. There is also a park in Dunn named after my father. Again, I am not sure of the date. There is also a Codrington College in Barbados. 60 Minutes once did a segment on Barbados and the Codringtons were a major part of the story." 

"My mother, Mrs. Edna Davis Codrington, was born August 15, 1897, in Kinston, N.C. She was the youngest daughter of Daniel G. Davis, a prominent mortician, and Mary Elizabeth Davis of Kinston who was a school teacher. She completed her schooling in the public schools of Kinston and at the National Training School. Now it is North Carolina Central University in Durham, N.C. My mother was a music teacher, choir director and organist for St. John's Baptist Church in Dunn for over 30 years. She taught Sunday School and was a strong leader in civic organizations, active in the Women's Auxiliary for the Old North State Medical Society. She was a Worthy Matron of Order of the Eastern Star, chairman of the city wide beautification program, president and organizer of the Garden Club and a member of the Kellog Foundation for evaluation of schools in North Carolina." 

My mother was a strong spiritual leader and she instilled in me a strong sense of moral character and spiritual consciousness. Her prayers are still with me today. If I have had any success in life, I attribute much of it to my mother's prayers and to the mercy of God." 

"I grew up in Dunn, N.C. and graduated from Harnett High School in 1954 and later received my BA degree in Psychology from Howard University in Washington, D.C. I have done further study in music at Tennessee State University. I served two years in the United states Army. After working as a professional musician in New York and Washington, I returned to North Carolina after my father's death in 1966 to live and look after my mother. I taught school at Dunn High School and later became band director at Dunn High School. Later I became a drug counselor at Southeastern Rehabilitation Center in Fayetteville. At the present time I am working as a professional musician." 

"I met and married my wife Joyce Hall, who was a teacher at Harnett High School in Dunn, NC. We have twin sons, Raymond Conrad and Reginald Eugene. Raymond is a graduate of Howard University in Washington, D.C. and works in the State Department in Washington, and he is a First Lieutenant in the united States Armed Reserves. Reginald (Reggie) also attended Howard University and is a professional musician and is also a recording artist with Startract Records." 

Written Spring of 1993 

Source: Letter from Raymond Codrington of Fayetteville to Mrs. Clara Catlett, Board member of the Friends of Harnett Co. Library 1993. 

Note: A municipal park in Dunn was named and dedicated in memory of Dr. Codrington in 1978. 

