Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library

for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989 

October 25, 1901-January 13, 1980

Malcolm Fowler, Harnett's great historian, will best be remembered for his love of the county and diligent work to preserve its heritage, in particular in his two great book "They Passed This Way" and "Valley Of The Scots.”
Mr. Fowler was born October 25, 1901, near Duke, presently Erwin, N.C. He was the son of former Harnett County Sheriff Arthur Franklin Fowler and Alma Lassiter Fowler. He attended N.C. state College and went on to excel in many vocations including teacher, bridge builder, skilled electronics and television repairman. He later went into business and owned a chain of appliance and television stores in Lillington, Erwin, Dunn and Warsaw. 

He spent over 50 years researching Harnett County, its origins and the Scottish settlers who were to forge into this wilderness along the Cape Fear River and make it their home. 

He talked to hundreds of people, tramped through miles of graveyards, studied old maps, diaries and official records and even traveled to Scotland in 1968 to continue research. 

His: first book, "They Passed This Way," was published in 1955 and his last book, "Valley Of The Scots," was published after his death on January 13,1980. He was buried in Harnett Memorial Park. 

Mr. Fowler, who later moved to Lillington, was a prominent civic leader as well, serving as president of the Lillington Chamber of Commerce, a charter member of the Lillington Rotary, a charter member of the Harnett County Historical Society and also served as president of the State Society of County and Local Historians. 

Other members of the Fowler family have made outstanding contributions to the state and to the communities where they lived. 
Including Malcolm Fowler, there were seven children, four sons and three daughters. Malcolm was the oldest. Following him was Arthur Franklin Fowler, Jr. (deceased) an Elon College graduate, a high school teacher and athletic coach in Biscoe, N.C. for a number of years. He later returned to Erwin for a position with the Erwin Cotton Mills, with which he was associated as a department superintendent until his death. 

A third child, Thomas Avera (deceased), called by his second name, was also an Elon graduate with a major in chemistry. Upon graduation he secured a job with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture in Raleigh as an oil and gas chemist. His job was interrupted by serving his country in World War II. Following the war, he obtained a job with the Veteran's Administration with which he remained until his death, in Winston Salem, N.C. 

The! first daughter was Wynona, presently living at 607 Woodburn Road, Raleigh, N.C. She is a Peace College graduate who worked 2l short while at the Legislature, one year at the N.C. Revenue Dept., and thirty seven years with the N.C. Employment Security' commission retiring with a total of 38 years of state service. Wynona was also one of nine original North Carolina organizers of the State Employees Association and a member of the DAR Col. Polk Chapter in Raleigh. 

Wesley Caswell Fowler, fifth child (called Wesley), served as assistant clerk of court when his father was sheriff of Harnett County, and later, for many years until his death, as office manager of the Johnson Cotton Company in Lillington, founded by Guyton Smith. 

Inez Fowler, who lives in the Greensboro Retirement Center at 3301 Garr Place, received her secretarial training at Hardbarger Business College in Raleigh and worked for several years in the North Ca:r-olina Attorney General's office before obtaining a Federal job in Washington, D.C. where she remained until the death of her father. On her return to Lillington, she commuted to Fort Bragg where she was employed as secretary to the Base commander of the First Battalion, during WWII. Following the war, she had several local secretarial positions until her mother's death, before moving to Raleigh and to Greensboro. 
The youngest child Lucille F. Suiter, lost her husband in her fourth or fifth year of marriage. She and her one son, Tom Suiter, live in Raleigh near Wynona. Lucille was a day student at Peace College before attending King's Business College, also in Raleigh. Her first job was with Adjutant General J. Van B. Metts; her second, and last: until here retirement in 1988 covered a span of twenty- one years with the N.C. state Board of Elections. Here she was administrative secretary and personal secretary for Alex Brock, chairman of the North Carolina Board of Elections. 

All children were married except Malcolm and Wynona. While living in Lillington, the family members were faithful attendants of the Lillington united Methodist Church and of other Methodist churches wherever they lived. 

Written April 1993 by Lois Byrd, Pres. of Friends of Harnett County Library 

Sources: Information given to writer by Wynona Fowler, 607 Woodburn Road, Raleigh, N.C. 27605 
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