Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of the Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

HANNIBAL LAFAYETTE GODWIN

November 3, 1873 -June 9, 1929
Hannibal Lafayette Godwin was the only man ever elected from Harnett County to serve in the United states House of Representatives. He was born on a farm near Dunn, NC, the son of Archibald Bryant and Rebecca Eliza Reeves Godwin, on November 3, 1873. 

He was educated in local schools, attended Trinity College, now Duke University, for undergraduate work, and received his law degree from the University of North Carolina, 1896. Licensed to practice in 1896, he served as mayor of Dunn in the year 1897- 1898, in the state Senate in 1903, as Democratic Presidential Elector in 1904, and as a member of the state Democratic Executive Committee in 1904 -1906. Between 1907 and 1921 he served seven successful terms in the united states House of Representatives. As a congressman, Godwin demonstrated an interest in the reclamation of swamp land, river and harbor improvement, civil services reform, and Indian problems. He introduced numerous resolutions in favor of individual constituents and in support of public works in his district. As an attorney, he practiced in all courts including the United States Supreme Court; he also was a farmer and dealt in real estate. 

Godwin was a 32nd degree mason, a member of the Scottish rite, and an active Methodist. 

In 1898 he married Mattie Block Barnes of Harnett County. They were the parents of Ruby, Mattie Belle (Mrs. Paul Jones), Majorie Elizabeth (Mrs. J. O. Warren) , Eloise Davis (Mrs. Murdock Dowd) , Hannibal Lafayette, Jr., Hugh Archibald, and Robert Barnes. 

According to the Harnett County News (June 13, 1929), Mr. Godwin, 56, died at his home June 9,1929 following his return from a Fayetteville hospital where he had been taken for treatment. It was quite evident his condition had grown worse. 

In utmost simplicity, to an overflowing crowd, the funeral service was held at Divine street Methodist Church and conducted by Rev. C.L. Reid, Pastor. six nephews acted as pallbearers, and members of the bar in Dunn, served as honorary pall bearers. 

Surviving were his wife and seven children: Ruby Godwin of Dunn, Mrs. Paul Jones of Dunn (Mattie Belle), Mrs. J. O. Warren of Rockingham(Majorie Elizabeth), Mrs. Murdock Dowd of Norfolk, Va. (Eloise David), Hannibal Lafayette, Jr. (Cadet at U.S. Military Academy), Hugh Archibald and Robert Barnes of Dunn. Hannibal Lafayette Godwin was buried in Greenwood Cemetery in Dunn, N.C. 

A family friend, Mrs. Wayne Justesen of 210 South General Lee Avenue, says "A short while after Mr. Godwin's death, Mrs. Godwin moved the remaining members of the family not married to Raleigh. She opened a boarding house, with Ruby as her main stay, to help supplement their income." "It was on the eve of the great depression," she adds. "Their former home was purchased by the late Hugh Prince, and by other owners after the family departed. Today, in 1993, only two members of the family are living, Hannibal L. Jr., and Robert Barnes, who have remained in Raleigh," concludes Mrs. Justesen. 
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