Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

Paul Eliot Green -Playwright
March 17, 1894 -May 4, 1981

Note: Some basic facts about Paul Green's family that are not written in Rhoda H. Wynn's article, as quoted below. 

Paul Eliot Green, second child of William Archibald and Betty Byrd Green, was born March 17, 1894 on a farm that lies between Buies Creek and Lillington, NC, two or more miles from the beginning of the road beside the J.A. Campbell homeplace, opposite Keith Hills on highway #421 South. 

There were six children in the family: Mary (Mrs. Alton Johnson, Route 1, Lillington, Paul, Daniel Hugh (called Hugh, Route 1, Lillington) , Gladys (Mrs. Sylvester, Richlands, NC) Erma (Mrs. Gold) and Caro Mae (Mrs. Phillips Russell), both of Chapel Hill, NC. To date, all members of the above Green family are deceased, as well as the playwright's wife. 

His mother died when Paul was twelve years old. The responsibility of looking after the younger children fell on his older sister, Mary, fourteen years old at that time. 

The Greens grew up in a family where there was much emphasis on music and literature, and no emphasis on racial prejudice. 

It is interesting to know that the Green homeplace is still standing and is currently occupied by a son of Hugh Green. 

When Harnett county celebrated its hundredth anniversary in 1955, Mr. Green donated a rewrite of his play "The Highland Call" for presentation at Campbell College's amphitheater, which no longer exists, based on the story of Flora McDonald's stay in the Cape Fear Valley, 1774 to 1776. Harnett's production was well attended, well produced, but was not a money maker. The play was first presented on stage in Fayetteville for its 150th anniversary and repeated again in 1940, but the one at Campbell College was the first outdoor performance. 

Paul Green married Miss Elizabeth Lay in July 1922. There were four children, three daughters and a son. 

Paul Junior, who is living in Mt. Kisco, N.Y., graduated from MIT as an electronic engineer. He and Mrs. Green have five children, two sons and three daughters, one of which is Nancy Green, a concert cellist and teacher of cello in London, England. His sisters are: Byrd Cornwell of Valdese, N.C. with five married daughters, including one, an MD, who has triplets; Betsy Moyer of Wayland, Massachusetts with four daughters and two sons, one of which is Frederick Moyer, a concert pianist, who, on the 100th anniversary of Paul Eliot Green's birthday, accompanied his cellist cousin, Nancy Green in concert at Campbell University and at other places in North Carolina commemorating the senior Green's birth date; Janet McNeill Green, married and divorced with one child, a daughter, a teacher in a college in Ashtabula, Ohio. 
Thus, the inheritance of the Green musical talent is outstanding in two of their 17 grandchildren. 

Elizabeth Lay Green, who died May 2,1989 is buried along side her husband in the Chapel Hill Cemetery which adjoins the grounds near the Paul Green Theatre, where Mr. Green's last rites were held. 

There is only one marker for both that gives the dates of their births, deaths, and an inscription under Mr. Green's name: teacher, dramatist, philosopher, followed by a sentence: Love is the Soul of Man. 

Sources for the above notes were obtained by Evelyn Byrd, Quilt Coordinator, April 1995, from: 

(1) The Heritage of Harnett County, Vol. 1, page 199; 

(2) Harnett County Centennial Celebration Souvenir program, 1955: Paul Green, author of "The Highland Call" by Lois Byrd 

(3) Personal Knowledge of Rhoda H. Wynn 

****************************

The following account of Paul Green by Rhoda H. Wynn appeared in the 1993 Playbill of "The Lost Colony". It does not indicate the play was not performed at the Waterside Theatre in Manteo, NC during WWII, 1941-1946. 

Pulitzer Prize ---Winning Playwright 
Paul Green 
1894 -1981

A Harnett County, North Carolina farm boy who never accepted mediocrity, Paul Green was a champion cotton picker, an ambidextrous baseball pitcher, a graduate of Buie's Creek Academy (now Campbell University) and principal of a three-teacher school before he entered the University of North Carolina to study philosophy. He became a world renowned playwright and, with his writing of "The Lost Colony" in 1937, the creator of a new American theatre form, the "symphonic drama." 

The first play he ever saw was one he wrote as a freshman at UNC for the senior class play, based on an historic incident in the life of the university. He experienced its production on an open hillside near where the Paul Green Theatre was dedicated in 1978. At the end of that freshman, year, Mr. Green enlisted in "the war to end all wars," served in Flanders, and became a lieutenant in the American Expeditionary Force before returning to UNC to pursue his degree in Philosophy. Under the influence of Professor Frederick H. Koch, Green continued to write plays. By 1927 his first full-length drama, "In Abraham's Bosom," had been produced on Broadway and awarded the Pulitzer Prize. other Broadway credits included "The House of Connelly", "The Field God", "Native Son" (with Richard Wright), "Johnny Johnson" and "Roll, Sweet Chariot". 

Hollywood sought him to write films, and with leaves of absence from his UNC teaching, over the next several years he wrote motion pictures for Bette Davis, George Arliss, Lionell Barrymore and Will Rogers. 

On a Guggenheim Fellowship, 1928-30, Mr. Green studied theatre in Europe, where he avidly sought a new form to satisfy his desire to bring together all elements of theatre-dance, dialogue, poetry, music, lighting, sound-and in the early 1930s the opportunity came to write a drama for Roanoke Island. On July 4, 1937, "The Lost Colony" premiered. No one at that time dreamed this play would continue season after season, or that the new genre of American theatre which Paul Green created would become a model for outdoor historical dramas, acknowledged as one of two American contributions to world theatre (the other is the American musical). 

In addition to "The Lost Colony", Mr. Green wrote nearly twenty symphonic dramas for productions on or near the place in which the historic events they chronicle occurred. six of these continue this season in their own permanent amphitheaters in five states. 

A humble man who could not avoid being larger than life to those who knew him, Paul Green received numerous honors in his lifetime. He was chosen as an around-the-world lecturer for the Rockefeller Foundation, was elected to membership in the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, was awarded eight honorary doctorates, three Freedom Foundation Medals, the Pulitzer Prize for drama, the Distinguished Service to the Theatre Award by the American Theatre Association, the Suzanne Davis Award by the Southeastern Theatre Conference, Theta Alpha Phi Medallion of Honor by the American Educational Theatre Association, and the Frank Porter Graham civil Liberties Award. In 1979 the State Legislature named him North Carolina Dramatist Laureate. Posthumously the Albert Schweitzer Medal for Artistry was awarded to him in May 1987.
During his productive career, Mr. Green actively championed racial justice, world peace, the abolition of capital punishment and a people's theatre. 

He was also the author of novels, short stories, essays, radio dramas and music, and at his death at age eighty-seven he was writing a new commissioned outdoor symphonic drama, completing research for a historical play, and revising a 1,554 page lexicon of collected words and stories and a seventh book of short stories. 

The Paul Green Foundation, Inc., has been established to manage his literary legacy and work for human rights to which he devoted much of his life. 

-Rhoda H. Wynn 

(Editor's Note: Rhoda H. Wynn, who worked with Paul Green for over fourteen years, served as Executive Director of the Chapel Hill based Paul Green Foundation, Inc. since its establishment in 1982 until her retirement in 1989.) 

