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MARGARET IRENE LASSITER

February 1, 1909 -August 8, 1986

Public health in Harnett County was elevated to new heights when Margaret Irene Lassiter became an administrative public health nurse with the county Health Department in 1936. 
She arrived in the depth of the Depression, at age twenty- seven, and remained with the department until her retirement, February 1974. Her enthusiasm, her innovative ideas, and her great administrative capabilities, brought many honors to the county as time went by. She served under the directorship of Dr. W.B. Hunter until his death. Following his demise, she became director until her retirement. 

Miss Lassiter, Irene, as she was called, was a native of Portsmouth, Virginia,' the daughter of Maggie and Albert Lassiter. Her nurses training was received at Bellevue Hospital, New York City and followed by post graduate work in Chicago, Illinois. 

It was not long after her arrival that she established the first well-baby clinic for Harnett County. While working at her post, she attended many refresher courses at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and graduated from UNC's School of Public Health in 1951. Later she trained in diabetic treatment and helped to establish in Harnett County the first diabetic clinic in the United States. Furthermore, a while before she retired, she set up a mental health clinic. In 1972 she was awarded the Ranking Award for outstanding public health service (this the highest award for a doctor or for a nurse in public health in North Carolina). 
She bought a home in Lillington and later shared it with a former Bellevue nursing student, Helen Hofmann of Connecticut, who was seeking a location in a warmer climate. In World War II Miss Hofmann was appointed Director of the Harnett County Draft Board and served in this position until she retired. At this writing Miss Hofmann lives in the same place. 

After Miss Lassiter's retirement, for several years in the Lillington area, she handled the details of memorial giving to the American Cancer Society. 

Irene Lassiter died August 8, 1986 at age 77. Funeral services were held at O'Quinn Funeral Horne Sunday, August 10th at 5:00 pm. Burial was at 2:00 pm Monday, August 11th in Oak Grove Cemetery, Portsmouth, Virginia. Surviving at the time of her death were three nieces and a nephew. 
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