Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989
Joel Godwin Layton

June 8, 1866 -September 4, 1948

In 1924, the courthouse town of Lillington was greatly blessed by the arrival of a new family, the Joel Godwin Layton family of Dunn, N.C. This was their final move! 

As of this date, 1995, seventy-one years later there are still "ear" marks of their contributions to the town and to the county in areas of agriculture, business, education, and culture. Mr. Layton, who had tobacco holdings in four counties: Pender, Cumberland, Robeson and Harnett, worked faithfully, earnestly, and continuously his entire life for progressive agriculture. 

Born in Sampson County June 8, 1866, he was the son of John Allen and Susan Eldridge Layton. The schooling he received was 'whatever the county provided. He soon realized the importance of education, and saw the need for more teachers. At this time there was a brooding desire to teach, but in order to obtain a teacher's certificate it was necessary for him to go to the Dunn School, a walking distance of five miles twice a day. He went, and faithfully taught four free school terms, two months per term at a salary of $25 -$30 per month. 

It was not long before he observed his farm needed his undivided attention. Consequently, he gave up teaching and devoted full time to farming in Sampson County and developing his farm related business in Dunn. 

On December 23, 1903, he married Maude Castlebury (b. August 21, 1877) of Wake County. They had three children, a son, Joel Castlebury, and two daughters, Martha Layton (Winston) and Susan Layton (Wells). Joel, a former mayor of Lillington, married Jayme Martin of Sanford, NC and they had one daughter named Margaret. Martha, a teacher in the grades, married Robert Ward Winston of Oxford, NC, and to this union two sons were born: Robert Ward Winston II of Lillington and Joel Winston of Houston Texas. Susan, the youngest who was married to Robert Wells of Kenansville had one daughter, Maude Castlebury Wells of Clinton, NC, and one son, Robert Carrol Wells, of Rosehill, NC. To date, including all spouses, Martha is the sole survivor of her immediate family. 

At an early age, Joel G. Layton became a member of the Spring Branch Baptist Church in Sampson County, where Mr. James Archibald Campbell, founder of Buies Creek Academy, now Campbell University, was pastor. A long lasting friendship developed between the two, and years later, Mr. Layton served on the building committee that led to the erection of the present Spring Branch Baptist Church, dedicated in 1905. 

In 1916 the Lay tons moved to a farm between Erwin and Buies Creek in order to enroll their three children in Buies Creek Academy. Their next and last move was to Lillington. 

Besides his interest in farming, Mr. Layton, after coming to Lillington, saw the need for buildings, homes and commercials. Along with the construction of his home on West Front Street, he built several dwelling houses in town, homes on his farm, and seven commercial buildings which included the double two story building in which he opened and operated Layton's Supply Company, an agricultural and house equipment business. In time it became a very large business. In 1S47, when he retired from their firm his son, Joel C. Layton, succeeded him. 

Another interest was the establishment of rural and mission churches, to which he generously contributed. In particular there are two: Harmony Church located on Highway 210, 3 miles south of Lillington, and Layton Chapel located on Manchester Road, near Fort Bragg. Both churches, in the Little River Association, are now memorials to him. 

Mr. Layton was serving on the executive committee of the Little River Association at the time of his death, but he had previously been recognized by the association as "Man of the Year" for his outstanding work in promoting the upbuilding of the Baptist Denomination. 

Mr. Layton served one term on the Board of County Commissioners. He held other positions of honor in various civic clubs and religious organizations. In 1935 he was a representative of the N.C. Committee to the U.S. Government’s AAA Washington Conference in regard to low prices of tobacco. 

Since education, also, had been a long and abiding concern and one that Campbell University recognized, the school named a law dormitory and it's Annex in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Layton. The Annex now houses the English department's offices. 

Mr. Layton was never slothful in waking hours, but, being a romanticist at heart, he would, when the situation occurred, stop working, and along with Mrs. Layton, attend any marriage of any friends kith and kin. Both would enjoy to the fullest the accompanying festivities. 

Mrs. Layton, a graduate of Greensboro College in the class of 1896, furnished a balance between work and the finer aspects of life. She was a longtime member of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, a member and Regent of the Alfred Moore Chapter of the DAR, Chaplain of the N.C. DAR, a supporter of numerous philanthropic projects, a member of several N.C. State Cultural groups, active in the former Lillington Woman's Club, Tea and Topics Book Club, Deacon in the Lillington Baptist Church, a world traveler by train and ship, to name a few affiliations and activities. 

Mrs. Layton died May 17, 1969. Both she and Mr. Layton are buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Raleigh, NC. 
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