Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989.

Waymon Chalmers Melvin, M.D.
May 11, 1875-April 26, 1937

Dr. Waymon Chalmers Melvin was a general practioner, "a very good one", but one who devoted a large part of his time to pediatrics, "in which branch he excelled," wrote Dr. Joe F. McKay of Buies Creek, N.C. in a tribute after Dr. Melvin's death. 

He was born May 11, 1875 in White Oak, N.C. in Bladen County, the son of Annie Jane Davis and David Benjamin Melvin. 

His college training was obtained at Trinity College, now Duke University, and at Wake Forest college. In 1900 he received his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. Following graduation he located in Linden, N.C. where he spend the remainder of hi life. it was here he married AIda Kathryn ones, the only daughter of Bettie Barnes and James Andrew Jones of Harnett County. 

They were the parents of eight children, six daughters, and two sons. The oldest daughter, Kathryn Elizabeth, married Dr. Claude Sexton, a dentist and a native of Lillington, who practiced in Florence, S.C. where they also lived. Dr. Sexton was a brother of Mamie Sexton, a former Register of Deeds for Harnett County. Today, both are deceased. The second child, Annie Davis Pierce, currently living in Buies Creek, N.C. at the time of this writing, was first married to a John Gibbs. After his death, she married Dr. David pierce who came to teach at Campbell University; he, too is deceased. The Melvin's third child, a son, was named for his father, Waymon Chalmers Melvin Jr., who married Adelaide Reid, the survivor of the two. For many years Waymon Jr. was postmaster in Linden. Following him, twin girls were born: Lucy Unetta called Lucy, and Henrietta Louise, called Louise. Both became successful teachers of an elementary school at the Fort Bragg Post; to date, neither is living. The sixth child, Helen Jones, a retired teacher in the Linden School (Cumberland Co. System), continues to lead an active role in her community while living alone in the well kept Melvin homeplace. Sudie John (nicknamed Polly) and seventh child married Marion Oedttinger of Kinston, N.C. where she has remained living following the death of her husband. The eighth and last child, James Stuart, deceased, married Felicia Martin, teacher of Home Economics, while both were teaching in Lillington. A year or two later they moved to Reidsville, N.C. which is still the home base for Felicia. 

Dr. Melvin was certainly the "Good Samaritan" in his community. He did a great deal of charity work, went on missions of mercy at all hours of the night in all kinds of weather, hardly considering his own personal health. He regarded his patients not primarily as sources of profit to him, but as friends in need of help. Those who visited his home cannot forget his charm and ease as host. Even the remotest stranger would feel welcomed, when he greeted guests in his home saying, "My friend, I'm happy to see you. Come right in", wrote an anonymous friend in a tribute following his death. 

In his profession he was a loyal member of the county and state medical societies. He and his family were also loyal supporters of Parkers Grove Methodist Church now the United Methodist. As a regular attendant, and one who lends herself quite often, Helen is currently serving as President of the United Methodist Women for her church. 

Dr. Melvin died April 26, 1937 and is buried in Sardis Cemetery, near Linden. At the time of his death he left behind his eight children and his wife who lived several years longer. 

with his passing, both Harnett and Cumberland counties lost a successful physician, a "friend" and "counselor". Although he has gone, his influence moves on. 

"His life may well be remembered as a flower which never fades, as a leaf which never turns brown," concluded the anonymous friend in his tribute. 

Written: March, 1993, by Evelyn Byrd, Quilt Coordinator 

Sources: Harnett County News, May 6, 1937, Tributes to Dr. Waymon C. Melvin, family members living and family written records. 

