Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

George Washington Pegram

December 8, 1809 -March 30, 1884

George Washington Pegram, a native of Buckhorn township of Harnett county, played a very important role in the formation of Harnett County in 1855. Later on, as the county continued to grow, his wise judgment, sound thinking, and guidance regarding many county matters were exhibited on numerous occasions. 

He was one of seven appointed to layoff a lot for the county seat which, at that time, was to be called Toomer in the area now known as Summerville. Another assignment was the formation of Cokesbury Methodist church in a section of the Buckhorn township. When Joel Prince deeded 10 acres of land for the establishment of the church, Mr. Pegram was selected as one of nine men to serve as trustees of the new church, the first Methodist church built in the county. 

A devout man of God, his tall manly frame attracted attention of all men, his honest face compelled respect and confidence of everyone, and his fair handling of any business concern secured for him an enviable reputation. Also, to anyone in need, or in distress, he would always lend a helping hand. 

George Washington Pegram, born December 8, 1809, was the oldest of three sons born to William Pegram (b. 1754 -d. May 1, 1842) and Talithia Anne Stephenson Pegram of Cumberland County. His mother, Talithia, was the daughter of David Stephenson of Wake county. So far, there is no record found of any daughter born to William and Talithia. Possibly there were daughters born first since William Pegram was fifty-five when George Washington was born. The other brothers were James W. Pegram and Stephen Stephenson Pegram. 

William Pegram's father was John Pegram, an Englishman who settled at James City County near Williamsburg, Va. and later moved to Mecklenburg County, Va. about 1769, and to Cumberland County, N.C. in 1780. G.W. Pegram married Sarah E. McKinnie (b. 1816). To this union four daughters were born, and two sons. Anne married John Harrington (his second marriage), Sarah died young, Cloe, (b. Aug. 6, 1844-d. April 26,1904), married the Rev. Isaac Watts Avent, (b.Sept. 9, 1823-d.Jan. 18,1900), and Mollie (Mary C.) married William Stephenson of Raleigh. William Howell Pegram, (b. 1846- d.1928), was the older of two sons, John David Pegram, Sr. (b. Nov. 5, 1848-d.Jan. 17, 1915), the younger son. The Rev. Isaac Watts Avent, husband of Cloe, his second wife and twenty-three years younger, was a prominent Methodist minister in the North Carolina Conference. He was born Sept. 9, 1823 and died Jan. 18, 1900. They had no children. 

On February 19, 1873 John David, at age 25 who was a teacher for several years before studying for the ministry, married Flora Catherine Byrd, age 22, the daughter of Margaret Caroline (Shaw) Byrd and Andrew Jackson Byrd of Buies Creek, N.C. community. 

Both of the Pegram sons attended Trinity College, now Duke University, where they made outstanding grades. William Howell became professor of Natural Science following his graduation in June of 1873 with the highest marks ever made at Trinity up to that time. He married Emma Craven, daughter of Braxton Craven, President of Trinity College for forty years, and they had only one child, George Braxton Pegram. 

While William H. was teaching at Trinity, John David Pegram, Sr. continued working with his father on the farm, and teaching in schools near his home while their children were small. Farming on the red clay hills of Buckhorn township was not an easy job. According to the 1860 Census, George Washington Pegram was aided by the ownership of 15 slaves. During these years of teaching John David, Sr. served as Harnett County Superintendent of Schools in 1884 and again from 1886 through 1888, the year he was succeeded by the Rev. J.A. Campbell of Buies Creek. He was paid $3.00 per day for days he actually served. In no case could he draw more than 5% of the amount set aside for school purposes. In the intervening years 1884 to 1888, while studying for the ministry, he served on circuit appointments, mostly in the upper Cape Fear Valley section, but held no full time pastorates in the North Carolina Conference until after 1888. His last most eastern appointment was in Hyde County at Amity Methodist Church. It was here his wife Flora Catherine became ill and died, October 7, 1893 at age 42, and where she was buried, in the Amity church Cemetery. 

Following her death, either by assignment or by request, he went to Jonesboro, now a part of Sanford, a place nearer to Flora Catherine's parents who could assist in care of the four youngest children, 7, 9,11,14. Ida, 19, the oldest, married Robert Dudley while living in Hyde County; Sara (Sallie), 16, :was ready for college and enrolled in Greensboro College, from which she graduated before marrying Edward Suiter of Garysburg, N.C. 

Three years later, on April 15,1896, Rev. John David Pegram, Sr. married Annis Worthy (b. 1863 -d. 1930), daughter of K.W. Worthy, Sheriff of Moore County, where Jonesboro was located at that time. To his second marriage two sons were born: George Worthy Pegram, September 1897, and John David Pegram, Jr. August 1899. Worthy, as he was called, and Fannie Holland were married in June of 1924, and moved to Norfolk, Va. where they lived and reared three children: George Worthy, Kenneth, and Annis. 

John David Pegram, Jr. and his wife Mildred White Pegram continued to live in Jonesboro where he was superintendent of Public Welfare in Lee County for a number of years. Later, until his retirement, he was with the Department of Human Resources in Raleigh, to which he commuted daily. He died May 8, 1991 and is buried in Jonesboro Cemetery. Mildred, his wife retired to Park View Retirement Center, Sanford, N.C. where she died on April 11th, 1994. 

The Rev. John David Pegram, Sr. father of John David Pegram, Jr. and George Worthy Pegram, died January 17, 1915, fifteen years before the death of his second wife, "Miss Annis" in 1930. Both are buried in the Jonesboro Cemetery in Sanford, N.C. George Washington Pegram, father of the John David Pegram, Sr. was a judge of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, acting Justice of the Peace, and served several terms in the North Carolina Legislature, in the House of Representatives and in the Senate. In all duties he filled, he gave full measure to every position and place to which he was called. He was useful in church and state up to within a very short period before his death, March 30, 1884. 

G.W. Pegram left a considerable estate in money and land. To each of his children, he gave a goodly number of ancestral acres. Handling the estate was his son Rev. John David Pegram, Sr. who eventually settled it satisfactorily for all the heirs. 

The stately and noble George Washington Pegram and his wife Sarah McKinnie are both buried in the Cokesbury Methodist Church Cemetery. Records do not indicate when his wife Sarah McKinnie Pegram married or when she died. The date of her birth, 1816, is legible on her stone marker, but not the date of her death. 

Because of his contributions to mankind, and to his county, the Friends of the Harnett County Library are indeed proud to inscribe the name of G.W. Pegram on the Extension Homemakers Quilt, 1989, on the lower left side. 
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