Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

Glenn Theodore Proffit, Educator
August 30, 1901 -May 12, 1967

One of North Carolina's leading educators, Glenn Theodore Proffit, in 1951, became Superintendent of the Harnett County Schools. He succeeded C. Reid Ross, who had accepted a position in Fayetteville, North Carolina as Superintendent of the Fayetteville City Schools. Mr. Proffit served the county until September 1966, when he was forced to retire due to ill health. 

It was during his tenure of 15 years that Harnett's School System went through some of its toughest years, years of adjusting to desegregation. Gradually, Harnett conformed to the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court Act of May 17, 1954 when it was declared that segregated schools were unconstitutional. 

From 1944 to 1946, Mr. Proffit was Acting Superintendent of Harnett Schools while Superintendent Ross was serving in the U.S. Navy. Before Mr. Proffit's return to Harnett in 1951, he was Superintendent of Orange County Schools for five years, 1946-1950. 

He served most faithfully for 41 years as a classroom teacher, principal, and superintendent. For 14 years he was a principal, and for 22 years he was a superintendent. 

Mr. Proffit, a quiet, orderly, and business like individual, was a native of Darby in Wilkes County, North Carolina, and the son of Martha McNeill and Robert Lee Proffit. He attended Wake Forest College and later entered the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he graduated with the class of 1926 with an AB degree. He received his Masters Degree at UNC in 1933. 
He served as a teacher of Pembroke College, North Wilkesboro High School and was a principal of Clinton High School from 1930- 1934. From 1934-1941 he served as principal of LaFayette Union School and was principal of Dunn High School from 1941-1944. 

Mr. Proffit held many offices in the educational field: president of the local unit of the NCEA and Educo Club, state president of the Division of Superintendents and State Director of the NCEA for a three-year term. He was an active member of the Buies Creek Baptist church where he taught Men's Sunday School class for a number of years. He was a Rotarian, Shriner and Mason, having served as Master of the Masonic Lodge of Lillington, Dunn, and Chapel Hill. 

In 1961, Mr. Proffit was accorded the honor of being chosen as one of the school administrators in North Carolina to participate in a project to the Soviet Union for the purpose of becoming better acquainted with the educational system of that country. 

Mr. Proffit married the former Edna Queener (b. February 22, 1905) of Knoxville, Tenn., the daughter of William Luther and Burnetta Wood Queener. 

At the time of Mr. Proffit's death, May 12, 1967, at his home in Buies Creek, N.C., Mrs. Proffit was teaching chemistry at Campbell College. She had previously taught chemistry and biological science at Pembroke College for 3 years, and at Dunn. 
After her husband's death, she left her home in Buies Creek and went to Wilke's County to teach in Wilkes County Community College, from 1968 to 1975. Their one son, Dr. William Robert Proffit, at the time of his father's death, was head of the Orthodontic Dept. of the School of Dentistry, at the University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY. At the time of his mother's death, July 29,1989, at age 84, Dr. Proffit had left the University of Kentucky and was now Professor at UNC School of Dentistry at Chapel Hill. Mrs. Proffit returned to her former home in Buies Creek in 1975 and continued to live there until her death. Her survivors were: her son, Dr. W.R. Proffit, 3 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 

Following his funeral at First Baptist Church in Buies Creek, Glenn Proffit was buried in his childhood surroundings in Wilke's County with Masonic rites at Mt. Pleasant Baptist church, Rt. 1, Wilkesboro, NC. His wife, in 1989, was also interred in the same setting, following her funeral at First Baptist church. 

Surviving at the time of Glenn Proffit's death were: his wife Edna, his son, Dr. William Robert Proffit, 3 grandchildren: Lola Ann Proffit, Edward Thomas Proffit, Glenn Theodore Proffit II, a sister, Mrs. Lola Proffit Davis of Lumberton; four brothers: Cline Proffit, Alexandria, VA; Hight Proffit, Evanston, WY.; O. Mack Proffit, North Wilkesboro, Charles W. Proffit, Boomer, NC. 
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