Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989
Charles Ross, Attorney
March 10, 1878 -December 11, 1951
Among the leading citizens of Lillington, during the first half of the twentieth century, there was no one perhaps who had a more colorful career than Charles Ross, an attorney, and a well known Democrat. 

He was the son of Romulus Ross and Ellen McCulloch Ross of Asheboro, Randolph County, NC. His father, born in Guilford County, NC in 1851, moved in early life, to Randolph county. From this county the father for many years, was a representative in both the House and Senate in the General Assembly and at one time, he also served as sheriff of Randolph County. 
Charles Ross, who had only one sister, Esther, was one of Romulus Ross' sons. He received his early education in the Asheboro schools and at the University of N.C. in Chapel Hill. His legal training was at Colombian University (now George Washington University) in the nation's capital, one from which he received his professional degree in 1912. His license to practice law was also awarded the same year. 

For some years previous to his legal studies, he had been engaged in the lumber business which caused him to establish his residence in Lillington around 1905. Prior to his arrival in Lillington, he had been an active democrat in his home county, Randolph, and had served one term in the House of the General Assembly in 1901. Later, in 1911, he was elected to the House from Harnett County. 

His selection of the school for his legal training in Washington, no doubt, was influenced by having been a private secretary to Congressman Robert N. Page in 1903 and 1904. Shortly after his arrival in Lillington in 1905, he married Frances Reid McKay of "Summervilla" at Summerville, the daughter of the Rev. Neill McKay, D.D. and Margaret (Murchison) McKay. To this union eight children were born: Charles Reid Ross (b. Nov. 12, 1907), superintendent of Harnett County Schools 1941-1951 and Superintendent of Fayetteville City Schools 1951-1971 married Christine Fields (d.) a teacher from LaGrange, N.C.; Neill McKay Ross, Lillington attorney, married Lois Ray (d.) of Moncure, NC.; Frances Ramsey Ross (Betsy) (b.Dec. 14, 1911 -d. July 12, 1973); Robert Page (d.1963) Commander in us Navy and businessman, Corpus Christie, Texas; Romulus Rudolph (d. 1982) Greenville, NC contractor, married Virginia McKay of Lillington, NC; Margaret McKenzie (Mackenzie) retired Home Economics teacher, married Woodrow Taylor (d.) of Henderson, NC; Joseph Hall (b. June 9, 1942 -d. April 21, 1990), Major in US Air Force, and a retired surveyor of Lillington, married Clyde Lofton, of Georgia. A son, Murchison, died in early infancy. 
In 1925, Mr. Ross was appointed assistant attorney General of North Carolina. He was best known as acting chairman of the Highway Commission from 1943 -1945, and after leaving the highway commission, he served as general counselor for Carolina Road Builders Association from 1947-1950. For many years, he served as chairman of the committee on legal affairs for the America Road Builders Association. He contributed frequently to legal highway publications, his latest in 1951, entitled "Highways in Our National Life," was published under editorial sponsorship of the Bureau of Urban Research at Princeton University. 

As chairman of the North Carolina Highway Commission he secured the right of way for the famous Blue Ridge Parkway, and defended successfully claims of 82 counties in the involved states against the highway commission totaling more than $52 million dollars. 
Because he did not believe in capital punishment he was in great demand as a Criminal defense lawyer in nearly all of North Carolina's one hundred counties. His outstanding voice was captivating; as a result, he was a featured speaker for many occasions outside the court room walls. 

While serving his state, he served his community. He was chairman of the Lillington school board for 10 years, county attorney for 6 years and chairman of Harnett County Democratic Executive Committee for many years. During WWI, as chairman of County Council of National Defense he served as food administrator. He was also active in the county and state Bar Associations. 

Being a loyal Presbyterian, he held numerous responsible positions in the Presbytery and in his church, Summerville Presbyterian. There was a period of time during the war years WWII when the Summerville Church was closed. In 1948, he headed a movement to restore the church to its former effectiveness, and in 1951, months before his death, the door was reopened. The church today is still growing. 

One of the biggest projects to which Mr. Ross was appointed during Governor Kerr Scott's administration, was the directorship of the N.C. Research Project to prepare data for Scott's 200,000,000 Rural Road Bond vote. 

Mr. Ross lived and worked during six governor's administrations, namely: Angus McLean, Cameron Morrison, J.C. B. Ehringhaus, Clyde R. Hoey, Melville Broughton, and Greg Cherry. 

His colorful career came to a close December 11, 1951 at Highsmith Hospital in Fayetteville, where he had been a patient for a month. 

His wife, Frances Reid, lived until December 7, 1977, twenty- six years longer, and nearly rounded out 98 years of a gracious and interesting life, one committed to the church, her children, and friends, and one who suffered the loss of three of her children in her life time. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ross are buried in the Summerville Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 
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