Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

WILLIAM EDWARD SALMON
July 22, 1894 -November 3, 1955
William Edward Salmon, better known as "Bill", served as Sheriff of Harnett County from 1932 until 1954 when he declined to seek another term due to ill health. 

The span of 22 years he served in this position was the longest any sheriff has served in the history of the county. 

Salmon was born July 22,1894 at Summerville, the oldest child of Silas Andrew Salmon and the former Louise McKay. His father served several terms as sheriff and his mother was a daughter of Sara James McKay and the Rev. Neill McKay, a noted Presbyterian minister and educator. When he was an infant, his parents moved to Lillington to their new handsome house that is still standing at 106 West Front Street and in 1993 is used as a bed and breakfast inn. He attended the Lillington public schools, a private school in Warrenton and the Bingham Military Academy at Asheville. 

For ten years after finishing school he was employed by the Standard Sand and Gravel Company, then located in Lillington. 

His schooling had been interrupted by World War I and he served in France with the U.S. Army. He was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion and the Lillington Masonic Lodge. He married the former Martha (Billie) Faircloth of Conway, S.C., a registered nurse, who at the time of their marriage was serving was a public health nurse in Wake County. They had no children. The sheriff purchased the home of the late Mrs. Ella Spears Atkins, almost opposite his old home. A fire destroyed the house and he later rebuilt on the same lot a brick cottage, modeled after President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Little White House at Warm Springs, Ga. After the death of Mrs. Salmon, the house was purchased and reowned, and today is the site of the Southern National Bank. 

The sheriff was a popular official, winning consistently in the Democratic primaries and general elections. For today's law officers it would be difficult to realize that Salmon and his chief deputy, Ken Matthews, often had only themselves and later five officers known as rural policemen to protect a county that was over 40 square miles. 

He left office with the unique record that not a single felony had gone unsolved. The sheriff often brushed off criticism that misdemeanors were sometimes overlooked due to the size of the county and lack of staff. 
Salmon once told a reporter that one of the things of which he was proudest was that no harm had ever come to a prisoner who was in his care, or in his jail. A wide perception that he would deal fairly with lawbreakers may have had its influence. It was well known that often the sheriff preferred to go personally, and sometimes alone, to arrest some fugitive wanted for a serious crime, particularly if the wanted person was someone known to him personally. In his long career, the news was that he never reported an instance of resisting arrest from this type of offender, many were armed. 
A tall, friendly man Salmon was an unusual sheriff. He seldom talked about himself or his department. He probably knew as many individuals personally as anyone in the county. He once told a reporter that "not every good man makes a good officer, but every good officer needs to be a good man." 

He died at a Dunn hospital from an heart attack, suffered earlier at his home. He was 61 years of age. The funeral was from the Lillington Presbyterian Church and burial was in the Summerville Cemetery. He was survived by his wife and one brother, Neill McKay Salmon, a well known lawyer, and a sister, Frances Louise Salmon Atkins, (Mrs. Oscar). Neill Salmon and Mrs. Atkins were twins. In 1993 both are deceased. 

Sometimes a picture is more effective than many words. On the day of Bill Salmon's funeral, The Sanford Herald ran a front page picture of a janitor, with a broom, in the hallway of the Lee County Courthouse. The caption read: "This afternoon no one except a cleaning man could be found in the courthouse. Inquiry found that all officials had gone to Lillington to attend the funeral of Harnett Sheriff Bill Salmon." Sanford is 22 miles from Lillington. 
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