Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemaker's Historical Quilt, 1989

William Leonard Senter (Mr. Lynn)
September 29, 1868 -May 20, 1955

The passing of William Leonard Senter, so often called "Mr. Lynn," of Kipling, NC on May 20, 1955 removed from Harnett County one of the most valued of its public servants. Though Mr. Senter was out of pubic life during his latter years, he was in his younger days, very active in county affairs and keenly interested in any county undertaking or project. 

Earlier he had served Harnett in several official capacities and to the LaFayette School, as a member of the governing board, he gave wise guidance, and to his church, Kipling Methodist, whole heartily, his time and devotion. 

He married Melissa Matthews (b.July 8, 1870 -d. November 5, 1957). To this union three sons and six daughters were born. At the time of his death, at 87, two of his daughters were deceased: Mrs. Myrtle Senter Bradley (Pou) and Mrs. Gladys Senter Lanier (Jeff) who had a gifted lyric soprano voice and often, before her marriage, sang in operettas directed by Ruth Corpenning Brown, music teacher in the Lillington school. 
Mr. Senter died early on a Friday after several years of ill health. Funeral services were held at the Kipling Methodist Church at 3 pm on Sunday May 22, 1955 with the Rev. H.B. Baum and the Rev. E.C. Maness of Fuquay officiating. Burial followed in the Kipling Cemetery. Pallbearers were his grandsons. 

Surviving at the time of his death were his wife: Melissa Matthews Senter (b. July 8, 1870 -d. November 5, 1957); three sons: Dr. James Carlton Senter of Albemarle, N.C., Neill Senter of Raeford, NC, Ralph Senter of Kipling; four daughters: Mrs. Hannie Clarence Mann (Mamie)-oldest, Mrs. Dayton Reid smith (Maggie), Mrs. Glenn Johnson (Velma), Mrs. Dent Sexton (Pauline) and one sister, Mrs. Theatie Matthews, all of Kipling, 26 grandchildren and 28 great grandchildren. 
As of May 1995 his sister and all six daughters and two sons were deceased. His only living son is Ralph who resides at his home on Highway #401 in Kipling. 
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