Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of the Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Quilt, 1989

ColI Hector Sexton, M.D.

June 30, 1856 -August 3D, 1939

Doctor ColI Hector Sexton, a native of Harnett County, was born four miles east of Lillington, June 3D, 1856, on a 175 acre farm known as the Sexton Homestead. His parents were William Montillion Sexton and Mary Jane (McLean) Sexton. 

The Sextons were of English descent, and the McLeans of Scottish heritage. His maternal grandmother was a McAllister, a descendant of Colonel Alexander McAllister, an officer in the Revolutionary War and one of the founders of the state government following the Declaration of Independence. 

Doctor Sexton attended local schools and took up the study of medicine under Dr. John McKay, a physician of the Buies Creek area. Later he studied medicine at the University of Maryland and graduated with a M.D. degree in the class of 1890, at age 34. Upon graduation he chose to practice in the nearby town of Dunn, where only two years earlier the Atlantic Coastline Railway had established a station, and the town was beginning to thrive. Along with this growth, Dr. Sexton developed a large general practice while spreading the much needed knowledge of sanitation as a preventive step for good personal health and for better living. He worked side by side with businessmen to promote his interests while promoting theirs, in the city and in the rural areas. 

He became one of the directors of the First National Bank. But his foremost interest was his practice, and his second, the maintaining of two large farms he had acquired, each 800 acres, one located two miles east of Buies Creek, the other on the Raleigh -Fayetteville State road, as then called, between Buies Creek and Lillington. 
In 1898 at age 44, he married Irene McKay, daughter of Daniel McNeill McKay. Unfortunately, Mrs. Sexton died two years later in 1900. There were no heirs, and Dr. Sexton never remarried. He died August 30, 1939 and was buried in Greenwood Cemetery in Dunn. This Sexton family furnished two fine physicians, Dr. James Alexander Sexton, born September 24, 1844 and one brother, twelve years younger, Dr. ColI Hector Sexton. Both sons graduated from the same school of medicine, University of Maryland, Dr. J.A. in 1872, and Dr. ColI in 1890. Dr. J.A, who never married, practiced in Harnett County, Apex, and later in Raleigh, but died in Harnett County, January 7, 1914. 

Another brother, William Montillion Sexton, Jr., who remained at the homeplace and operated the farm, became the progenitor of the well known Lillington Sexton family. He married Laura Johnson, a Methodist, sister of Robert (Bob) Johnson of Kipling, N.C. To this union were born Mamie, the oldest, former Harnett County Register of Deeds, and the second wife of James C. Byrd of Bunnlevel, NC; Sudie (Mrs. Herman Parrish) a legal secretary; James Roger, a dairy farmer of thirty-five years, who married Laura Parrish, sister of Herman Parrish; Dr. Claude Sexton, dentist of Florence, S.C. Stella (Mrs. Wilkins), teacher, of Wytheville, Virginia; Velma (Mrs. Marvin Edwards), former assistant Harnett County Register of Deeds. After the death of their father, all except Roger, moved to Lillington and became active members of the Lillington Methodist Church, as it was then called. Roger and his family attended Pleasant Union Christian Church, near their farm. Only one of the above listed is living: Velma S. Edwards, age 90, who lives with a daughter, Bertie Stewart (Mrs. Charles L.) at 112 North Wautauga Avenue in Dunn. 

Roger's wife, the former Laura Parrish, died in 1935 with pneumonia when their youngest child, Tommy, was only three years old. 

The following children, in order of age, were born to this union: William Kenneth (Billy), a retired clothing merchant, presently a Lillington town commissioner (1993), married Lenore Eloise Gregory of Buies Creek; Katherine Parrish (married Herndon Edgerton of Buies Creek. Both are living in Raleigh; James Roger Jr. (Jim), a retired co-owner of former Sexton Ford, Inc., .(Lillington) married Jeannette (Jean) Wesley of Fuquay-Varina, N.C.; Bartholomew Fred (Fred), a retired co-owner of former Sexton Ford, Inc., (Lillington) married Mary Manning (deceased) of Bethel, N.C.; ColI Hector (ColI), owner of Coll Sexton Auto Sales, Lillington, married (#2) Phyllis Davis of Lillington, (divorced); Tommy Clifford (Tommy), owner of Tommy Sexton Auto Sales, Lillington, married Charlotte Lewis of Fuquay-Varina. 

Roger, after the death of his wife, remarried, this time, to Esther Secrest of Union County, N.C. Two daughters were born: Elizabeth, Mrs. Avon Earp, who with her husband, live at Shalotte Point, N.C. Their physician daughter is associated with a Medical Clinic in Tampa Florida; their son, a NC state University graduate is studying Physiotherapy. Ruth, the younger daughter, married Radford Rich, a pharmacist, and their daughter, also a pharmacist, works with her father in Eastover section of Fayetteville where they also live. Their son, much younger, will begin college in the fall of 1993. 

Billy and Eloise have one daughter, Laura Anne, married to Dan Denning of Angier who is associated with Dan Denning Ins. in Lillington. The Dennings have a son and a daughter. Billy's son, W. Kenneth, Jr., on the Harnett County Sheriff Department staff, and his wife have two daughters, Katherine at UNC Wilmington, and Rebecca, a junior at Harnett Central High School. Neither Katherine and Herndon, nor Jim and Jean have children. Fred and Mary have an adopted daughter, Joan S. Campbell, who is with the Tar River Foundation, Washington, N.C. 

ColI has a married daughter by his first marriage, and by his second, he and Phyllis have two teenage sons, Bruce and Bryan. Tommy and Charlotte have three sons: David, Stephen, and Richard. 

For safety reasons and comfort, Mrs. Esther S. Sexton, after her husband's death, is living in a mobile home, set back of the Roger Sexton unoccupied homeplace. 

Nearby, across the road, and living alone is Evelyn Sexton, the granddaughter of Duncan Sexton, Sr., who was also a brother of William M. Sexton, Jr. and the two physicians, Dr. J.A. Sexton and Dr. ColI H. Sexton. Evelyn's father was Duncan, Jr., who inherited the place she calls home. Evelyn is the youngest in her family of three; a brother and a sister are both deceased. She is a retired ASCS employee. 
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