Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

Benjamin Franklin Shaw
April 30, 1828 -August 13, 1908
Benjamin Franklin Shaw was the youngest child of Daniel Shaw II and Margaret Urguhart Shaw, who were both of Scottish ancestry. During his lifetime he held many important positions, particularly after the formation of Harnett County in 1855. He was selected as the first Clerk of Court and served in this capacity for twenty- three years, including the period of the War Between the States, and later' held other county positions as long as he was able to work. 

He was known for his retentive mind, his accuracy in recalling events as they happened regardless of the time span. During the Court House fire of October 15, 1892, Mr. Shaw personally saved a number 0:[ records before most of them were destroyed. His recollections of previous transactions were often accepted when paper records were non-existent or not readable. While serving as Clerk of Court, his record keeping was orderly, well phrased, and legibly written, all due largely to his fine penmanship and keen mind. 
B.F. Shaw's grandfather, Daniel Shaw I and his wife Sarah Shaw (Shaw was her maiden name) came to America from he Isle of Skye in Scotland in the year of 1775. About the time of their arrival in Wilmington, N.C., just before, or just afterwards, Daniel Shaw II was born, May 13, 1775. Their oldest son, Angus, born in Scotland, was then eight years old, and their third son, John, was born a year or more afterwards. There were no other children. 
When Daniel Shaw landed in Wilmington, he soon realized America was not a land of milk and honey as so many relatives and neighbors., who preceded him, had written about, before his departure:. They found the milk, but not the honey, for the latter was nearly spoiled by civil contentions in regard to liberty. They had arrived among the very last tide of settlers, from 1770-1775, and like :many others who came at the same time, they deemed it best not to take any part in the approaching revolution. 

Upon arrival, they took a flat boat up the Cape Fear River to a place near the site of Bluff church, that of Hector McNeill's. They remained at this point for one year while preparing a home higher up on the river, on the southeast bank above the falls, about 5 miles from Lillington. Daniel Shaw I did not live long in his new home; it was here he died in 1778. Because his death was caused by some kind of "fever", his widow moved away from the river to a healthier location to a place on the Raleigh-Fayetteville Stage Coach road in the Barclaysville Community, a few miles north of Buies Creek. In this area Sarah Shaw lived for 52 years until her death in 1830, when she was taken to their original home place near Bluff Church for burial beside her husband. 

Daniel Shaw II, the middle son of Daniel Shaw I and Sarah Shaw who was born on the eve of their arrival in America in 1775, married Margaret Urquhart, the daughter of Henry Urquhart and Mary MacCaskill Urquhart on May 23, 1809. The Henry Urquhart family at time of their daughter's marriage, had already been living in the Barclaysville community. However, when Henry's parents came from the mainland of Scotland to America, they settled first South of the James: River in Virginia. They shortly left Virginia and wandered into North Carolina to the lower part of Cumberland County where their son Henry met and married Mary MacCaskill of Fayetteville. Whether Henry Urquhart's parents continued to live in the Fayetteville area for a while or whether they left the same time with Henry and Mary for better prospects of land in the Barclaysville section on the stage coach Road in the North section of Cumberland, it is not determined. Whenever they arrived, Sarah Shaw, wife of deceased Daniel Shaw I, and possibly their oldest son, Angus (who died a few years after his arrival), their middle son, Daniel Shaw II, and John, the youngest son, had already settled in the Barclaysville area. 

Margaret Urquhart was twenty years old when she married Daniel Shaw II, ,and he was 34. They were parents of nine children. Three of the older children, who reached adulthood left North Carolina for Tennessee, Georgia and Texas. Benjamin Franklin, ninth and youngest, his sister, Mary Anne, fifth, and Margaret Caroline, eighth, remained in North Carolina in Harnett and Lee counties. Their oldest child, Daniel W. (b. March 6, 1810-d. March 1881) went to Tennessee in April 1839, then to Jefferson, Texas in 1843, where he died and left a widow, Martha Pearson before marriage and no children; second, Sarah Anne (b. January 7, 1812 -d. March 2, 1812); Henry (b. January 17, 1813 d. June 16, 1815); fourth, Angus (b. May 2, 1815 -d. March 1865) a conductor on a railroad between Mobile Alabama and Columbus, Miss. never married, died in Mobile, and was buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Columbus Miss; fifth, Mary Anne (b. Aug. 1, 1817 -d. Mar. 26,1892) married John McLeod on March 17, 1840 and had two children, Daniel and Margaret., After her husband's death in June 1853, she married John Barnes, who was a widower with three sons, Rora, Mack, and Hugh. By their second marriage, there were two children: John and Mina Barnes. John married Belle Worthy of Jonesboro, and Mina married George Robinson of Manchester. Rora Barnes (d. 1886 in Jonesboro) was County Treasurer of Harnett County during the reconstruction period up to about 1870; sixth, Sarah Jane (b. Jan. 25, 1821 -d. Dec. 1834:); seventh, John Allen (b. May 4, 1823 -d. 1876) went to Alabama, married Caroline Sherod, and they had several children; eighth, Margaret Caroline (b. Nov. 23, 1825 -d. June 14, 1911) married Andrew Jackson Byrd of Wake County on Sept. 20, 1843; ninth, Benjamin Franklin (b. April 30, 1828 -d. Aug. 13, 1908) married Adelaide Hinton Marsh of Chatham Co., Jan. 26, 1864. 
At age 14, in 1843, B.F. Shaw went to Fayetteville as a clerk and bookkeeper in the old Fayetteville Hotel. At that time it was not mandatory for children to stay in school until 16 years of age. Although young, B.F. had read far more than the average child his age and had received the best schooling the public schools offered in three months each year. 

His venture in Fayetteville included the year the first telegram was sent. In the history of telegraphy recorded by World Book Encyclopedia, the author wrote: "Congress had supported the establishment of a telegraphic wire between Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland, because a National Democratic Convention was to be he]Ld in Baltimore in 1844. When the convention was held and the nomination of Senator Wright for Vice President was sent over the wire from Baltimore to Washington to Morse, the inventor, who delivered the message in person to Senator Wright, Morse reported Senator Wright refused the nomination. Because the message had come so quickly, friends of Wright thought the honor was an invention of the opposition. The next day when James K. Polk was nominated for President of the United States, this announcement, in order to offset further misunderstanding, was sent by wire to a newspaper where the "news" appeared under the heading: "Telegraphic News." Before the Convention was held the first message went out over the same wires was: "What hath God wrought!" --the message not to be forgotten, the year of 1844. 

"News" by telegraphic messages was so fascinating a feat, B.F. Shaw left: his Fayetteville job almost immediately and headed for Raleigh there he learned the Morse Code. It was not long before he landed a position in Charleston, S.C. as a telegrapher and worked as such for four or five years. 

In 1849 there was an outbreak of Asiatic cholera in Charleston and B.F. became one of the victims. While slowly recovering he decided a full recovery would be better in Harnett County than in the stricken city. 

Once back home, he sought the outdoors, became interested in a turpentine distillery which he purchased and set in operation on the banks. of the Cape Fear River near where the present northbound bridge is: located. During these six years, from 1849 until 1855, he acquired other pieces of property and tuned his ears to the "brewing” news of the new county to be formed. 

B.F. was now 27 when part of Cumberland County became Harnett County. He wanted to get involved in the mainstream of some activity other than one of personal interest. Caring not to live in one's own little world any longer, he decided the Court House would offer many opportunities. Why not apply for the Clerk of Court? Of: all the applications received, the selection committee was more impressed with B.F.'s application than with any other one possibly because of his fine penmanship. As a result he was appointed the first Clerk of Court for Harnett County. 

Since the Court House was ordered to be located in the Summerville area, on the South side of the Cape Fear River, this fact presented problems for employees living on the north side of the river. To over come the problem and not have to use the ferry, a small hotel was built to house the judge or any other court house official, if he so desired. B.F. decided to leave his parent's home in the Barclaysville section and move to the hotel where he stayed for several years until the courthouse was moved to Lillington and then he returned home to Barclaysville. 

Lillington was slowly growing even after the moving of the court house. Meanwhile, a Marsh family from Chatham County moved to town. Visiting this household was a young and pretty relative also from Chatham County. It was only a short while that B.F. Shaw discovered her, and made plans to see her more often either in Lillington or at her home in Chatham County. Eventually he married the twenty-two year old Adelaide Hinton Marsh, daughter of John Robert Marsh and Emeline Brooks Marsh on Jan. 26, 1864. "Addie", as she was called, was of the Baptist faith, and B.F. was a Methodist. Having lived well in her growing up years, she would not marry B.F. until he built her a home. 

By now he was 36 and well established in the courthouse staff. As to their religious decision, their household became Baptist. 

The new Shaw home, presently owned by daughters of the late Mr. & Mrs.. Neill McLauchlin, is located on the corner of South Second and East Front street, just two blocks from the present courthouse. The house consisted of four rooms, two on the first floor, two on the second with halls on each floor between the rooms and a wide porch surrounding two sides. The kitchen was separate from the house but after several years, as the family grew, part of the old hotel at Summerville, no longer used, was purchased and attached by a breezeway that provided a large kitchen, dining room and pantry. 

The house was looked upon by friends and neighbors as "the hub of the universe", one where numerous important visitors came, ate where political plottings were planned, teenagers graced the porches, and where news of all kinds was brought, learned, and disbursed. 

Only when B.F. Shaw's sister Margaret Caroline Byrd (wife of Andrew Jackson Byrd) of the Pleasant Plains Community, just north of Buies Creek, came for a visit was Henry Spears' oldest daughter Lucile Spears (Johnson) given special permission by her mother, Lucie McKay Spears, to visit, to eat the noon day meal and enjoy the fascinating personality of "Miss Caroline." "These visits were the highlights of my growing up years," quoted Mrs. Johnson who died December 4,1992, at age 97. The Spears home, stood where the present County Office building is located. 

Ten children were born to B.F. and "Addie" Shaw. Three died in infancy: John Robert (b. Aug. 31, 1872 -d. June 11, 1874); Caroline Mary (b. June 16, 1880-d.July 18, 1881) and a son born and died December 24, 1885. 

The following seven reached adulthood: the oldest, Margaret Emeline, called "Lina" (b.Dec. 10, 1866) married Duncan A. Faucett. They lost twins at birth and a daughter Addie, who lived nearly a year (b. June 21, 1896 -d.June 1,1897). Not long after their child losses, "Lina" lost her husband. To sooth her grief, she went to Delray Beach, Fla. to visit her sister, Mrs. John Sundy. It was here she decided to stay and in so doing, she later married George Bossert. Their one son, Charles, at age 22, died of brain cancer, but she remained in Delray Beach; Second, Elizabeth Catherine, called "Puss" (b. Jan. 17, 1869) married John Sundy of Delray Beach, Fla. Mr. Sundy was a long term employee of Henry Flagler, a railroad magnet, and entrepreneur. They reared a large family; third, Benjamin Franklin II (b.Nov. 1, 1870) who was attracted by the turpentine industry, went to Georgia first and then to Tallahassee, Fla. where he married Bertha Hodges June 5, 1907. They had one son, B.F. Shaw III followed by four daughters: Adelaide S. Bosso of Pensacola, Fla., Frances S. Moore, Catherine S. Hightower, both of Tallahassee, Fla., and Sadie S. Gardner of Mexico Beach, Fla. B.F. Shaw III, who lives in Montgomery, Ala. first married Evelyn Clayton, now deceased. Their one child, B.F. Shaw IV is a Colonel in the U.S. Air Force, and lives with his family in Atlanta, Ga. B.F. Shaw Ill's second marriage was to Jocelyn Sherause; fourth, Daniel Ralph, called Ralph (b. Dec. 28, 1874) a pharmacist of Lumberton, N.C. married Beatrice Burgess on April 4, 1905. Their one child a daughter, Elizabeth (deceased) taught several years in the Lillington Grade School; fifth, Allen Marsh (b. Sept. 20, 1876-d.Jan.2, 1942) married Emma Pauline Pegram on Oct. 15, 1912. He remained at the homeplace and served the county as: Register of Deeds from 1908-1914 and as County Auditor from 1916-1918. For seven years before his death, he was with the U.S. Civilian Conservation Corp. in N.C. and in Ga. The Allen Shaw children living in Lillington are: Adelaide S. Kelley (Beaman), former secretary to Harnett County Superintendents of Education, John Allen Shaw (retired) married to Martha Ballard of Kipling, and Flora Margaret Shaw (b.Dec. 31, 1921, d.April 26, 1994) retired Bookkeeper; The J.A. Shaw's have three daughters: Sarah Emma (Sergio Morales), Spanish teacher in Harnett County School System, Lydia Carol (David M. McCorkle) of Raleigh, N.C., a cost analyst for N.C. General Assembly. The McCorkles have one daughter, Karina Shaw McCorkle (b.Feb. 19, 1993) and Mabel Shaw, a law research librarian, University of California at Berkley. John and Martha lived in Charlotte, N.C. for 34 years before retiring to Lillington in Nov. :L989; sixth, Susan Daisy, called Daisy (b.May 16, 1878- d.Nov.29, 1964) married Job Graham Farrow on Nov. 19, 1910 of Waverly, Ga. Their three children are Adelaide Helen F. (Long) called Helen (divorced), of Delray Beach, Fla., Nan Graham Farrow (d), Joseph Graham Farrow, of Ocala, Fla.; seventh, Myrtle Brooks (b. Nov. 26, 1883) married Algernon Pearsall, pharmacist, of Dunn, N.C. After his death, she lived in Waycross, Ga. with her 3 children: Shaw Pearsall (d.), Jerry Pearsall (d), and Mary P. (Ralph Herrin (d.); Mary has three children: Peggy H. Johnson, of Jacksonville, Fla., Ralph Herrin, Jr., Waycross, Ga. and Beth H. McClelland, Waycross, Ga. and several grand and great grandchildren. 

Following B.F. Shaw's 23 years as Clerk of Court, he served the County in other capacities such as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, member of the Board of Education and as Chief Clerk for the Register of Deeds. 

He died August 13, 1908. His wife "Addie" lived until May 15, '1915. Both are buried in the Lillington Baptist Cemetery on West Front St. in the fourth block on the South side. This cemetery is no longer- used for burials, but maintained by the Lillington Baptist Church. 
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