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Henry Turner Spears

June 21, 1859 -January 7, 1949
Henry Turner Spears, slight of stature and never stout, was greatly endowed with many natural gifts. In his total life span of eighty-nine years, he possessed not only a keen mind, but showed a perceptible understanding and evaluation of people in all the positions he held, whether in teaching, serving as Register of Deeds of: Harnett County, or in banking, his last venture of many years, and his most enjoyable one. When the Bank of Lillington was established in 1903, he served as cashier for a considerable number of years, before becoming its President in 1943, and working daily until his retirement at age eighty-eight. 

He was the son of Colonel John Atkins and Martha Louisa Turner Spears. Martha Louisa Turner was the daughter of Dr. Henry Marshall Turner, noted surgeon of the Cape Fear area, and Carolyn Elizabeth McNeill, a granddaughter of Jennie Bahn McNeill, the famous Scot settler in Western Harnett. 

At the time of his death January 7, 1949, Mr. Spears was the oldest alumni of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Col. John A. Spears, his father, had been instrumental in paving the way for the reopening of the University after the War Between the States. In September 1875, Henry Spears was one of 69 students who enrolled in the fall at the University. Although he did not graduate~, he was officially a member of the class of 1879. He was an ardent supporter of the university, a charter member of the Old Students. Club, and in June 1948, at Commencement he attended his last reunion. 

On December 19, 1888, "Mr. Henry", called by many, married Lucie B. McKay, a stately and competent young lady. Prior to their marriage: he built a new home on the site of the present county office buildings. The day following their marriage, the twenty- nine year old Mr. Spears invited many of his friends to their new home for an "infaring", a reception given by the groom in honor of his bride. In December 1938, fifty years later, in the same house, the couple celebrated their Golden wedding Anniversary and continued to enjoy eight more golden years until the death of "Miss Lucie", September 12, 1946. 

Mr. Spears' first teaching experience was with a school in the Cool Springs Community, which is located between Lillington and Sanford. In his next school, he taught advanced pupils in a building across the street from where he later lived, now the present site of the Cape Fear Farm Credit building at 103 East Front Street. Although he served four two-year terms, a total of eight years, as Register of Deeds for Harnett County, he thought political jobs were too uncertain. Leaving the political arena, he decided to "try his hand" at selling insurance; this was not for him either. 

Meanwhile, several townsmen, including Mr. Henry Spears, were beginning to see the need for a bank in Lillington, certainly for one in courthouse town. Recognizing the capabilities and dependability of Mr. Spears, this group urged the establishment of the Bank of Lillington in 1903 and the appointment of Mr. Spears as its cashier. The incorporators of the bank were: Henry Turner Spears, Oscar James Spears, lawyer, Sheriff Silas A. Salmon, A.F. Johnson, and W.W. Mills.* 

It was in banking that Mr. Spears found his greatest professional interest. He liked dealing with people, all ages, in all walks of life, in various transactions, big, small, or controversial. No matter how little or how large was one's business:, Mr. Spears was always courteous, patient, and pleasant, and settled never to be perturbed. He wanted his customer to be properly' informed and often asked in a transaction, "you understand?" 

When his youngest son, John Wesley Spears, returned from service in WWII, John became cashier and in 1943 Mr. Spears was promoted. to the presidency. 

When he retired in 1948, John Wesley succeeded his father as president and remained at this post until his untimely death, April 20, 1967 at age 61. 

The: following children were born to "Miss Lucie" and to "Mr. Henry": Marshall Turner (b. September 25,1889 -d. March 27,1975) attorney' in Lillington and Durham, a former Superior Court Judge, married Estelle Flowers (d) of Durham, N.C.; Joseph McKay, (b. April 19, 1892 -d. December 28,1968) owner of a road building and construction firm married Ruth Van Deursen (d); Lucile Carolyn (b. March 13, 1895 -d .December 4, 1992) married Walter Lee Johnson (d. Mar. 31, 1982); Isabelle (b. December 25, 1900 ) lives in Charlotte, NC, married John Mullen (d); John Wesley (b. January 27, 1906 -d. April 20, 1967) married Rachel Wright (d). 

Members of the entire Spears family were loyal supporters of the Lillington Methodist Church as long as they lived in Lillington. Both parents were teachers in Sunday School and son Marshall. T. was Superintendent of the church school during his law practice in Lillington. 

Mr. Spears' funeral was held at the home of his daughter, Mrs., Walter Lee Johnson, Lillington, where he had been living for several months following his retirement. 

Officiating at the 3 o'clock service, January 9th, were the Rev. Harris L. Hendricks, a former pastor, and the Rev. W.A. Tew, current pastor. Burial followed in the Summerville Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 
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