
Harnett County Emergency Services 

Softball League Rules for 2015 Season 

 

1. When the batter takes his/her place to bat there will already be a 1 – 1 count. 

2. The batter will get one foul on the second strike.  The next foul is an out. 

3. The batter’s box rule will be enforced!  Any player who steps outside of the box or 

disturbs the line will be called out. 

4. Only USSSA approved bats will be allowed.  The bats must have the USSSA stamp on it.  

The umpire will have final say, but a team can question a suspicious bat for the umpire to 

examine. 

5.  If a game is tied at the end of normal play extra innings will continue until 9 innings. 

6. Each team is allowed 5 over the fence home runs.  Any after that is an out.  In the park 

home runs do not count against the five.  Each team is responsible for finding their home 

runs balls and returning them to the umpire. 

7. If a home run is hit speed up rules will apply in that the batter can return to the dugout, if 

there are any base runners they do not have to advance to the next base. 

8. Fire & EMS team rosters may have players from up to 3 county Fire & EMS departments 

or organizations.  Law Enforcement team rosters may have players from the Sheriff 

Department, 5 in county Police Departments, NC SHP and Wildlife Agency. All players 

must be affiliated with a Harnett County Emergency Service organization.  Team rosters 

can’t be changed once the 2
nd

 half of the season begins.  

9. Each team must begin and end the game with a minimum of 8 players from their team 

roster, otherwise the team will have to forfeit the game. 

10. A team can play with just the 8 required players or they can pick up a 9
th

 and/or 10
th
    

player that are on another team’s roster that is playing on the same night.  If a 9
th

 and/or 

10
th
 player is added, they can only play the catcher position or the right field position and 

must be in the 9
th

 and 10
th
 position in the batting order.  Also if a player from your roster 

shows up, the team shall call time out and replace either the 9
th
 or 10

th
 player with the 

roster player. 

11. Teams may have an 11
th

 batter.  In this case all 11 players must be on your team roster. 

12. If a pinch runner is needed then a player off the bench shall be utilized 1
st
, if no player is 

available then the last person out will be used.  This can be used on one player per inning.  

If this person happens to bat more than once in the inning, a pinch runner can be used 

each time. 

13. All games have a 1 hour time limit.  No new inning shall begin after 55 minutes of play 

unless the game is tied. 

14. No games will be forfeited if a team has a call or must leave early due to a call.  The 

game will be rescheduled at a later date or play will resume where the game ended at a 

later date. 

15. Home teams will be listed 1
st
 on the schedule and visitor teams listed 2

nd
.  Home and 

away games will be divided evenly among teams. 

 

 

 



16. Before each game the league will provide the official score book to the home team.  The 

home team will be responsible for keeping both teams score in the official score book and 

then at the end of the game returning the official score book to the league at the end of 

the game. 

17. Players must release the bat with caution after a hit.  Any player who throws a bat will be 

warned for the 1
st
 offense and ejected after the 2

nd
 offense. 

18. Any altercation will result in the person/persons involved being ejected no matter 

whom/what caused the situation.  Any player ejected is to leave the park on the 1st 

offense and the 2
nd

 ejection offense shall be suspended from playing for the rest of the 

season.  

19. USE OF PROFANITY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. 
20. Alcoholic beverages and drugs are not allowed on the premises.  Any person using such 

items will be asked to leave. 

21. No metal spikes will be allowed for use. 

22. Any ball hit within a three foot radius of the pitcher will get a warning the 1
st
 time and 

will be called out the 2
nd

 time. 

23. Once the season is completed then a double elimination tournament will be played.  All 

rules will apply.  Tournament dates and times will be decided by the coaches and games 

will be decided based upon end of season standings. 

24. For a player to be eligible for tournament play, they must have an at bat in 2 regular 

season games. 

 

 

If games are rained out the coaches will be contacted by 6pm on game day.  If you have not 

heard from the head of the league by 6pm then plan on showing up to play at your scheduled 

time.  THERE WILL BE NO ANNOUNCEMENT OVER THE RADIO OR PAGERS. 

 

Contact Information: 

Tony Currin      (910)814-7192 

Clint Williams  (910)890-0922 


