THE RESULTS OF THE HARNETT COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY
CONDUCTED 2002-2004

INTRODUCTION

The Harnett County Comprehensive Architectural Survey was funded locally and
with two federal grants: a small Historic Preservation Fund grant and a substantial TEA-
21 transportation enhancement grant from NCDOT, both of which were administered by
our office. Harnett County Manager Neil Emory served as the local project coordinator.
Other local individuals who provided assistance included Melanie Collins of the Harnett
County Library and local historians Walt Smith and Ed Patterson. The survey area
consisted of all of Harnett County, including its municipalities of Angier, Coats, Dunn,
Erwin and Lillington, but did not include the former Rockefeller estate of Overhills
covering thousands of acres in the southern reaches of the county because it has been
exhaustively surveyed in earlier projects both before and after its acquisition by the U.
S. Army for expansion of Fort Bragg. (And | should add that | am not going to say
anything else about Overhills in this presentation.)

Despite all of the funding sources, the project budget was tight, and consequently
it took quite a while to find a consultant to undertake the survey. In August 2002, TRC,
Inc., a large consulting firm with offices in several states, signed a contract with us and
Harnett County. The project was to be managed from their Columbia, SC, office, with a
lead historian overseeing the work and another staff member identified as the principal
field worker. The project took longer than foreseen due to TRC's staff turnover: they had

a succession of four field workers, the last being from TRC's Nashville, TN, office, and


























































































