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Do you enjoy working with kids? Are you passionate about your job? Harnett County government is looking to part-

ner with Harnett County Schools to develop a program to support Middle students with career exploration. We are 

looking to start working with the schools for the Fall 2019 semester. Here’s how you can support this partnership! 

Volunteer at Dunn Middle School STEM LAB 

The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Lab at Dunn Middle School has 28 lab modules that allow 

students to learn more about STEM based careers. Modules include: Flight Technology, EMT, Structural Engineering, 

Finance, Forensic Science, Child Development, and much more. As a volunteer, you would work with the students to 

help complete modules and provide insight on your career. You do not have to have a career in one of the lab’s 28 

modules in order to volunteer.  

Present to a Class on your Career 

Provide students an overview about your current career, background, and tips to being successful.  

Allow a Student to Job Shadow or Be an Intern  

Give students a chance to see a “day in the life” of your job. Students will get a look of day to day tasks and what it 

means to be in your career. There is also opportunity to have high school aged intern support your department by 

getting real life experience and working for you.  

Let a Class Tour Your Office/Facility 

Allow a class to come to your office or facility to take a tour and meet others in your work group. This will give them 

an opportunity to get a look into how government departments operate and work with citizens in community.  

 

If you or your department are interested in any of these partnership opportunities, please contact Ashley Deans at 

910-814-6001 or adeans@harnett.org. We are currently complaining a list of interested employees and departments 

and will work with the Harnett County Schools to coordinate dates and times to work with the students.   
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Health & Wellness Tip: 5 Exercises You Can Do Anywhere 

Sure, we’ve all got busy schedules. It can be hard to find time to take a deep breath during the day—let alone hit 
the gym. But exercise is a necessity for good health, especially when it comes to your heart. Working out helps re-

duce cardiac stress, improves circulation, increases energy and can lift your mood. 
 

So, how can you fit in time for fitness and reap the benefits? 
 

The secret is that you don’t need to go to the gym to get in shape. Here, Lindsay Emmerson, certified personal 
trainer at REX Wellness Centers, demonstrates five exercises you can do anywhere, using your own body weight. 

Department News 

Harnett Regional Water 

Receives Optimization 

Award 

The N.C. Division of Water Resources has honored 

Harnett Regional Water and 56 other water treat-

ment plants across the state of North Carolina for 

surpassing federal and state drinking water stand-

ards in 2018. Harnett Regional Water has received 

the N.C. Area Wide Optimization for the past 9 

years.  

“Harnett Regional Water is very proud of our rec-

ord of environmental compliance as evidenced by 

this water quality award,” stated Harnett Regional 

Water Director Steve Ward.  “The fact that we have 

received the award for 9 consecutive years is a tes-

tament to our commitment to water quality.  Har-

nett Regional Water is very fortunate to have such 

a fine group of water treatment professionals who 

strive daily to provide only the best drinking water 

to all of our customers in the County and sur-

rounding region.” 

Read More 

Harnett County Landfills 

Extending Saturday 

Hours 

Harnett County Solid Waste will be extending the 
hours of operation on Saturdays at Anderson 
Creek Landfill and Dunn-Erwin Landfill starting on 
Saturday, June 1. Anderson Creek Landfill, located 
at 1086 Poplar Drive, Anderson Creek, and Dunn-
Erwin Landfill, located at 449 Daniel’s Road, Dunn, 
will now be open on Saturdays from 7:30am – 
2pm.  

The extended hours will allow citizens additional 
time to dispose of construction and debris waste. 

Solid Waste Convenience Centers throughout the 
county will continue to operate on a normal sched-
ule.  

Citizens can view the convenience center hours of 
operation, fee schedule, accepted items list, and 
other know before you go information by visiting 
the Harnett County Solid Waste webpage http://
www.harnett.org/waste/default.asp. 

Read More 

Sheriff’s Office Graduates 25 from Citizens Academy 

The Harnett County Sheriff’s Office recently concluded its second Citizens Academy with a graduation ceremony 
and dinner for 25 participants and a guest. Citizens from all over Harnett County participated in a 12 week long 
program. 

The Harnett County Sheriff’s Office Citizens Academy provides citizens an opportunity to learn more about law 
enforcement and the services provided by the Sheriff’s Office. During the class, participants received hands on 
experience which included a tour of the Sheriff’s Office, 911 communications center and the detention facility, pa-
trol car training, simulation of a real life Crime Scene Investigation and latent print examination, court proceedings 
and courthouse security, special operations and a K-9 demonstration, and firearm safety and training at 37 PSR 
Gun Club firing range in Lillington. 

Graduates received a certificate and a special challenge coin for successful completion from the academy. The 
Sheriff’s Office has filled all spots for the Fall 2019 class, but is now accepting applications for the Spring 2020 
class. 

Interested individuals must be at least 21 years old and have no felony convictions. Priority will be given to those 
who live in Harnett County. Space is limited and will fill up quickly. 

Applications can be submitted online at http://www.harnettsheriff.com/citizens-academy.asp. For more information 
on the Harnett County Sheriff’s Office Citizens Academy, contact Lt. Dominic Alvarado at 910-893-0130. 

Read More 

On May 29, County Manager, Paula Stewart, presented the proposed 

Harnett County budget for 2019-2020 fiscal year. Highlights from the 

proposed budget include:  

 Overall budget increase by 5.4% from FY 2019 

 No change to the ad valorem tax rate (remain at 75¢ per $100 

property valuation) 

 Appropriation of $1,921,649 from the fund balance 

 $210,000 to fund for the first year of CCCC’s Harnett Promise 

program 

  $260,000 to fund the Veterans Treatment Court 

 Solid Waste Director position will be separated from the County 

Engineer position in FY 2020 

 Improvements to the Capital planning process 

Harnett County Schools: STEM Lab, Job Shadowing, and 

Career Exploration  

Here’s the Buzz on National Pollinator Month 

This week kicked off National Pollinator Month, which brings awareness to pollinators and how we can continue to 
protect them. This international initiative celebrates the flourishing ecosystems that bees, birds, butterflies, bats and 
beetles provide.  

You may not realize that pollinators and pollinator gardens are all around us in Harnett County. Cooperative Exten-
sion Agent, Selena McKoy, shares valuable tips on the benefits of pollinator gardens in our area.  

A good pollinator garden will provide a range of species to visit and flowers that bloom throughout the year, but 
with summer heat and sun beating down on our doorsteps, we’ll take a closer look at the summertime favorites that 
are easy, hardy, and showy as all get out.  Also keep in mind that it’s best to use plants that are from the true species 
when possible.  Newer cultivars are fun and colorful, but they are bred for aesthetics, which can lead to a loss of polli-
nator-friendly characteristics such as the amount of nectar or pollen and access to what pollen and nectar is pre-
sent.  All of the plants we take a closer look at can be found that Harnett County Ag Center at 126 Alexander Street in 
Lillington. 

So this year, consider adding pollinator plants to your garden—you won’t be disappointed!  For more questions on 
pollinators and pollinator plants call Selena McKoy at 910-893-7530 or email at sdmckoy@ncsu.edu.   

Yarrow is a flower full of history: its scientific name alludes 
to its use for treating wounds, it’s been used in beer and 
other drinks, and it now resides happily in many a medicinal 
or pollinator garden.  These flowers are pleased with most 
conditions and won’t hesitate to take over open spaces 
nearby, so consider using it in an area where nothing else 
will grow.  Yarrow shows off in full sun and dry soils, but part 
shade may help limit its growth.  Also, keep your eyes on 
this stunner during the summer- beneficial, predatory wasps 
will also visit yarrow, not just our bumbly bees and butter-
flies! 

St. John’s Wort is a unique pollinator plant.  Unlike the previ-
ous plants discussed, St. John’s Wort is a shrub that dies 
back every winter to come back out in spring.  And it’s a 
knockout!  The deep yellow flowers have a superabundance 
of stamens (that is to say, a lot) that pollinators can’t get 
enough of.  Another plant packed full of history, St. John’s 
Wort is named for a religious feast day, and has been used 
to treat a wide range of conditions, from wounds to kidney 
stones.  Also unlike our other plants, St. John’s is happy 
tucked away in a cool, damp area.  Full sun may prove to be 
a little strong, but who needs full sun with a yellow bloom 
like that! 

Echinacea is a classic pollinator plant.  This simple charm of a 
giant cone surrounded by delicate purple petals has made a 
happy home in many of our gardens already.  This flower 
also packs a powerful pollinator punch as it not self-
pollinating and relies on bees and butterflies to get the job 
done.  Often taken as a supplement or to relieve a cold, 
Echinacea is yet another pollinator favorite that has roots in 
medicine (see what I did there?).  These sturdy plants can 
handle full sun, fluctuations in soil moisture, and 
drought.  Echinacea is also quick to spread and will fill in 
open areas. 

Let’s Talk Safety: Hurricane Preparedness & Fire Prevention 

Don’t Blow Off  

Hurricane Season 

Read More 

Feeling HOT: Wildfire 

Safety Tips  

June 1 kicked off Atlantic Hurricane season. Hurri-

canes are among nature's most powerful and de-

structive phenomena. On average, 12 tropical 

storms, 6 of which become hurricanes form over 

the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, or Gulf of Mexi-

co during the hurricane season which runs from 

June 1 to November 30 each year.   

Harnett County has seen the impact of several hur-

ricanes over the past few years. In the Fall of 2018, 

Hurricane Florence impacted the state of NC re-

sulting in $17 Billion worth of damage. A few 

weeks later, Hurricane Michael hit us for round 2. 

Although Harnett County is not on the coast, we 

still receive damage caused by flooding, strong 

winds, and fallen trees.  

We encourage you to take time this summer and 

be prepared before a storm hits. Check out these 

tips to make sure you are prepared!  

The N.C. Forest Service urges everyone to be cau-

tious with fire over the holiday weekend. The lack 

of rainfall in most areas has increased the proba-

bility of wildfires, especially within the eastern por-

tion of the state. The U.S. Drought Monitor lists 21 

counties in southeast North Carolina as abnormal-

ly dry. 

“There are several things to consider before burn-

ing debris or lighting a campfire,” cautions Agricul-

ture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Some tips to 

remember are to always check the weather prior to 

burning. Follow all state and local regulations. En-

sure any fires are an adequate safe distance from 

other flammable material, especially wooded areas 

and flammable material that may lead to houses. 

With all fires, maintain a constant watch until the 

debris pile or campfire is completely out.” 

Learn ways you can prevent wildfires and loss of prop-

erty.  

Read More 

How to set financial goals for today, tomorrow and beyond 

Setting goals is one of the most important parts of your financial well-being. Without them, you may lose focus of 
your finances and find yourself in a bind. By identifying what you’re striving for, you clearly know where you’re go-
ing. Think about it: when you get in the car, you have a destination and route in mind, right? With your finances, 
you won’t know where you’re going until you identify and set financial goals. 

Two categories 
Financial goals fall into two major categories: short- and long-term. Short-term goals are those you wish to accom-
plish within the next two years. Long-term goals are more than two years away. It is often easy to lose track of your 
long-term goals since they can sometimes be 10-, 20- or 30 years away. That’s why it’s important to identify and 
commit by writing them down. 

How will you reach your goals? 
Once you have determined your financial goals, you need to figure out how you’re going to reach them. A budget, 
financial calculator or financial professional are some of the tools available to help you as you lay out the steps. 

You’ll also need to identify a time frame and the cost for achieving it. Does it fit into your budget? Use the follow-
ing formula to determine your required monthly savings: goal / number of months = required monthly savings. 

If the required monthly savings is more than your budget allows, you can reduce other expenses or save for a 
longer period. When calculating goals, such as retirement and college savings, you may want to consider using fi-
nancial calculators and professionals. 

Visit your local credit union or bank if you need help creating and sticking to financial goals. Lastly, set a time 
frame for revisiting your goals. Your needs may change over time and your goals will, too. 

Article provided by Local Government Federal Credit Union. 
The advice provided is for informational purposes only. For additional guidance contact your financial advisor. 

Human Resources Corner 

Community Events Calendar 

You’re invited for a fun Family Bingo Night at 
Boone Trail Community Center on June 20 at 
6:30pm. Different variations of the classic game 
will be played for a variety of prizes. An adult must 
accompany anyone under the age of 16. This is a 
free event.  

Read More 

Needing a parents night out? Enjoy a night out on 
Friday, June 21. Kids ages 5—12 can be dropped 
of at 5:30pm at Boone Trail Community Center & 
Library and picked up between 7-8pm. Cost is $7 
per child and includes dinner, games, and movies. 
participate in 

Read More 

Come and celebrate the beginning of the Summer 
Reading Program on June 15 from 9am—12:30pm 
at the Harnett County Public Library.  
We'll have a jam packed morning full of fun in-
cluding face painting and inflatables from The 
MelodyMaker Entertainment and Mimi the Clown. 
There will also be FREE Pizza from Papa John's of 
Lillington.  

Read More 

Make Monday, June 24 a Family Movie Night at the 
Harnett County Public Library.  
Will Emmet rescue his friends from the Systar Sys-
tem before the upcoming cataclysm known as 
"Armamageddon"? Find out in the second part of 
the Lego Movie! Plus free popcorn! Movie begins at 
6pm  
 

Read More 

Check out all of the upcoming events and programs offered during the month of June.! For complete list of  

events and programs, view the Harnett County Community Calendar.  

Animal Shelter Waives Pet Adoption Fees Thru June 8 

Harnett County Animal Services has announced that the adoption fees for all animals at the Harnett County Animal 

Shelter will be waived Saturday, June 1, 2019 through Saturday, June 8, 2019. 

The waiver includes all regular adoption fees, with the exception of an $18 charge for medicine for the adopted pet. 

The Animal Shelter will be open for adoptions on the following days during this fee waiver period: 

 Saturday, June 1 from 10am-2pm 

 Tuesday, June 4 from 1pm – 4pm 

 Thursday, June 6 from 1pm – 4pm 

 Friday, June 7 from 1pm-4pm 

 Saturday, June 8 from 10am-2pm 

To view the animals available for adoption, visit: http://www.harnett.org/ac/animals-for-adoption.asp. 

For more information on adopting an animal, contact Harnett County Animal Services at 910-814-2952. 

View Pets 

DSS Brings Attention to 

Elder Abuse Awareness 

During June 

National Elder Abuse Awareness Day is June 15, 
2019, but the timeframe that Elder Abuse Aware-
ness focuses on is from Mother’s Day (May 12th) to 
Father’s Day (June 16th). At the June 3rd Board of 
Commissioners meeting, a proclamation was pre-
sented announcing June 15 at Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Day in Harnett County. During this period of 
time emphasis is spent on recognizing Types of 
Elder Abuse such as:  

 Abuse – Willful infliction of physical pain, inju-
ry, mental anguish, unreasonable confinement 
or willful deprivation by a caretaker of services, 
which are necessary to maintain mental and 
physical health. 

 Self-Neglect – Disabled adult who lives alone 
or has no caretaker and is not able to provide 
necessary services to maintain higher mental 
and physical health. 

 Caretaker Neglect – Failure of the caretaker to 
provide services necessary to avoid physical 
harm or mental anguish and to maintain men-
tal health of the disabled adult. 

 Exploitation – Illegal of inappropriate use of 
the disabled adult or his resources for an-
other’s profit or advantage. 

Read More 

Health Department 

Staff nominated for 

Best of Harnett County 

Congratulations to our Harnett County Health De-

partment and their employees for being nominat-

ed in several categories for the The Daily Record 

Best of Harnett County. Categories include:  

 Best Pediatrician, Allison Beam, PA-C 

 Best Pediatric Clinic, Harnett County Health 

Department 

 Best Nurse, Ainsley Johnson; Ashley Pope; 

Deborah Wilson 

 Best Medical Facility, Harnett County Health 

Department 

 Best Doctor/Physician's Assistant., Allison 

Beam, PA-C  

You can show your support by voting online. 

Online voting ends on Friday, June 7. Winners will 

be honored at a meet and greet breakfast and 

published in the Winner’s Magazine on Tuesday, 

July 30.   

Read More 

Applications Being Accepted for the NC Arts Council 

Grassroots Art Program Subgrant 

Harnett County is now accepting applications for 2019-20 subgrants from the Grassroots Arts Program. The sub-
grants are made possible through the North Carolina Arts Council, which has partnered with Harnett County to pro-
vide grant funding for local artists and arts-based initiatives in the county.  

For the 2019-20 fiscal year, Harnett County expects to receive $34,598 in Grassroots funds, of which $13,543 must go 
toward multicultural programming. 

Grassroots Arts Program funds may be used for expenditures to conduct quality arts programs or operate an arts 
organization. Grant amounts start at $500 and may be used for program expenses such as professional artists’ fees 
and travel, space rental, advertising, marketing and publicity, website and electronic media, scripts, costumes, sets, 
props, music and equipment rental, as well as operating expenses for qualified art organizations not already receiv-
ing operating support from the N.C. Arts Council. 

Harnett County will host a workshop for prospective Grassroots Arts Program Subgrant applicants prior to the June 
28 application deadline. The workshop will be held Monday, June 10 at 3 p.m. in Conference Room A of the County 
Administration Building at 420 McKinney Parkway, Lillington, NC 27546. Any applicants who have questions about 
completing and submitting their application should attend the workshop. 

For a Grassroots Subgrant application or for additional information, contact Ashley Deans at adeans@harnett.org or 
(910) 893-7555. The deadline for applications is Friday, June 28, 2019. . 

Read More 

Community Give Back Opportunities 

Elderly Nutrition  
Program 

Looking to make an impact in your local community? 

Become a volunteer with our Department on Aging. 

The Department on Aging’s Elderly Nutrition Program 

offers opportunities for individuals and groups to as-

sist with delivering meals to our elderly homebound 

clients. Delivery of meals typically takes about 45 

minutes per day and is done five days a week. For 

more information and to sign up to deliver meals, 

contact Debra Vaughn at 910-814-6072 or 

dvaughn@harnett.org.  

Sign Up Now 

Animal Shelter 

Individuals can assist with our rescued animals at 

the Animal Shelter. Typical  duties include: greeting 

and assisting the public with adoptable pets, so-

cializing with the animals, and keeping the kennels 

clean. To view the volunteer policies, requirements, 

and application, click here. .  

For more information, contact LeeAnn Wagstaff at 

910-84-2952 or rwagstaff@harnett.org.   

Sign Up Now 

Looking to do a little spring cleaning? Harnett 
County Solid Waste Department will host a Hazard-
ous Waste & Pesticide Collection event on Satur-
day, June 29 from 7:30am-2pm at Anderson Creek 
Landfill, located at 1086 Poplar Drive, Anderson 
Creek, NC.  
Residential hazardous waste items, such as house-
hold cleaners, automotive products, batteries, light 
bulbs, paint products, and garden chemicals, will 
be accepted at the event.  

Read More 

Who likes beach music? The Town of Angier will 

host a free concert and arts & crafts fair on June 15 

at 6pm at Depot Square in Downtown Angier. Mo-

town and Beach Music Band will provide entertain-

ment for the evening.  Event will include arts and 

crafts booths, dance exhibitions, face painting, in-

flatable bounce council, food trucks, beer and wine. 

For more information, call Christy Adkins at 919-331

-6713.  

Read More 

Read More 

In honor of Flag Day, the EACC is hosting their an-

nual Fiedl of Glory ceremony with American flag 

display on June 14th at 7pm. Each flag is spon-

sored by someone and dedicated in memory or in 

honor of someone close to them. The event will 

also include special performances and inspiring 

words from local citizens and heroes.  

Flags can be dedicated for $10 per flag.  

The Harnett County Board of Commissioners will 
hold their regular meeting on Monday, June 17 at 
6 p.m. in the County Administration Building at 
420 McKinney Parkway, Lillington, NC.  

A meeting agenda will be made available the week 
before the meeting. You can view past agendas 
and meeting minutes on the Harnett County 
webpage.  

Read More 

Professional Development Webinars 
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For more information, contact: 
Ashley Deans 

Community Relations Coordinator 
Email: adeans@harnett.org 

Phone: 910-814-6001  

@HarnettCounty Harnett County Government @Harnett_County Harnett County Government www.harnett.org 

Stay connected to Harnett County online! Visit the County webpage and social media pages by clicking on 
the icons below. 
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