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The Harnett Soil & Water Conservation District Office is currently accepting applications for the North Carolina Agriculture Cost Share Program.
The Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP) is a voluntary incentive based
program for farmers or agricultural landowners that assists them in being proactive against nonpoint source pollution by implementing best management
practices (BMP’s) to assist with natural resource concerns on the land.
By utilizing BMP’s in agricultural areas, water resources can be protected from sedimentation as a result of soil erosion, excess nutrients, animal
waste contamination, in addition to the potential accidental spill of agricultural
chemicals. The ACSP, allows farmers and agricultural landowners to apply
for cost share funding in order to implement more than 60 approved BMP’s
that work to prevent agricultural nonpoint source pollution. Available BMP’s
address sediment/nutrient losses, animal waste management, agrichemical
pollution prevention, stream protection, and erosion/nutrient reduction.
ACSP applicants must be landowners or renters of existing agricultural operations that have been operating for more than three years. Once
submitted, applications are ranked based on resource concerns in the County until funds allocated are exhausted. Approved applicants can be reimbursed for up to 75 percent of a predetermined average cost for each BMP
installed. The applicant is responsible for 25 percent of the cost. Applicants
should discuss specifics for each desired BMP with District staff.
Harnett Soil and Water Conservation District staff will provide assistance in developing individual conservation plans including specific BMP’s
suitable for your operation, design BMP’s that are long lasting, oversee BMP
installation, and provide technical assistance to ensure proper operation and
maintenance.
Funds are limited and will be awarded based on resource concerns
demonstrating local SWCD Board priorities addressing highly erodible land
and sediment/nutrient reduction.

Apply Now: Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP)
The Harnett Soil and Water Conservation District is currently accepting AgWRAP applications.

The purpose of AgWRAP is to:





Identify opportunities to increase water use efficiency, availability and storage
Implement best management practices (BMPs) to conserve and protect water resources
Increase water use efficiency and Increase water storage and availability for agricultural purposes

Applications will be for accepted for new pond construction, repair/retrofit of existing ponds, and water wells.
Funding for pond construction and repair/retrofit of existing ponds is reserved for those that would increase water
quantity for crop irrigation. Applications are due to the District office no later than September 8, 2016. These
applications will be considered on a Regional level by the NC Soil and Water Conservation Commission.
Applications for water wells to increase water supply for crop irrigation or watering of livestock are considered at the
County/District level. Applications will be accepted until the limited amount of funds are depleted.

Make Your No-Till Grain
Drill Reservation Early!
In order to promote the use of conservation tillage and cover crop use on
Harnett County farmland, the Harnett SWCD offers two Great Plains no-till
grain drills for rental to farmers and landowners. No-till planting is a economical and effective
method of conservation tillage that provides several advantages when compared
to conventional tillage practices.
No-till planting is a method of planting into a seedbed that has not been disturbed by plowing or planted into a cover
crop. Only a very small portion of the seedbed is disturbed allowing an increased amount of moisture to remain in the
soil while also reducing the chance for soil erosion to occur. No-till planting also only requires one trip across the
field lessening the chance of soil compaction and reducing labor and fuel expenses. No-till planting has also been
proven to increase soil organic matter, reduce soil nutrient loss, improve the physical and chemical properties of the
soil, and improves water quality.
Drills can be used for multiple planting purposes including:
Fall cover crops,
Soybeans,
Small grain behind corn,
Overseeding bermudagrass fields,
Overseeding pastures with small grains,
Wildlife planting and native grasses.








Drills are available to rent for $9.00 per acre and can be picked up at the Harnett
County Agriculture Center during normal hours of operation with a confirmed
reservation made by SWCD staff. Fall and Spring are both busy times with
drills going out most everyday, so call early to confirm your reservation!
Planting Area - 7’ wide
Overall - 10’ wide
Hitch—Pin with Lock Clip
Minimum of 35 hp tractor
Rear hydrolics
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2015
No-Till Drill Use


765 Acres
Planted Using
Conservation
Tillage



49 Individual
Rentals



16 Acres
Average Per
Rental

EQIP Application Period Underway
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) for Program year 2017 is underway. Applications will be
accepted from now until late November 2016. Producers interested in signing up for available cost share practices that
help improve natural resources on Forestland, Cropland, Animal Operations, and Pasture need to sign up as early as
possible. The sooner the better in order for the essential paperwork and planning that goes along with the application
to be completed.

EQIP also provides cost share funds for Energy practices through a National Initiative for both crop farms and
livestock operations. Cost share funds can be approved for energy audits of the farming operation to evaluate the
overall energy use and determine areas of potential improvement or reduction in the demand of energy. Approved
audits can then apply for additional funding for improving outdated energy wasting systems on farm operations to
reduce the overall amount of energy demanded. Improvements include changing to energy efficient light bulbs,
heaters, insulation, fans, etc.
Other EQIP eligible practices include:
Forestland Management— Tree planting (Loblolly, Long leaf, etc), forest stand
improvements like thinning, burning, forest plans;
Cropland—Mixed cover crops, erosion control bmp’s, GPS systems, pest and
nutrient management practices;
Pasture - Wells, water tanks, pipeline, fencing out of water bodies, cross fencing;
Animal Operations—Composters (Static bin and Forced Air), incinerators, waste
storage buildings, erosion control practices around facilities;

Check out the new NRCS
video series
The Hope in Healthy Soil
to explore how farmers are
breathing new life into our soil.

Organic—Organic transition plans, organic crop practices, organic livestock
practices;
Seasonal High Tunnel Systems (SHTS) - Cost share is available for up to
2,178 sq ft of a green house structure to cover plants growing in the ground.
USDA cost share programs require eligibility through the Farm Service Agency
office. Getting set up with eligibility and farm compliance is priority when
applying for funds. Contact office staff for more information before applying or
visit http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/
eqip/ for more details.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nFTdmJpoQVo&index=1&list
=PL4J8PxoprpGaCb1k93_Y5pOm9b-9V1pMX
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Is Your Farm Enrolled in the
Voluntary Agricultural District?
In recognition of the importance of agriculture to the economic
and social well being of NC and Harnett County, the purpose of
the Voluntary Agricultural District Program is to encourage the
preservation and protection of farmland from non-farm development. The program is completely voluntary and is a way to
support and promote agriculture within your community in addition to creating knowledge for those that may not be familiar
with agricultural practices. To apply, a landowner must complete the simple application that includes a $30 enrollment fee
which covers, once approved, registering the farm as a VAD
member with the Register of Deeds office and a VAD member
sign for display.

Soil Fun Fact

Voluntary Agricultural District Benefits
For Farmers
Recognition and public education about
agriculture.
Members of the program will be provided a sign to post, identifying their
farm as a members of a preservation
district, indicating to any potential
neighbors and passersby that their land
is committed to the preservation of the
agriculture way of life.
Increased protection from nuisance suits.
Notice on the property signaling Agricultural District membership and a
notice in the Harnett County computerized land record system making those
within one (1) mile of an Agricultural
District farm aware of the potential for
noise, odor, dust, or slow moving farm
vehicles associate with farming.
Public hearing required for proposed
condemnation.
Public hearings are held by the Agricultural Advisory Board if a farm in an
Agricultural District is considered for a
public project that may result in the
land being condemned.
Eligibility for funding.
District members may be eligible for
farmland preservation funds as local,
state, and federal funds become available for further preservation projects.
Official role in county government.
The Agricultural Advisory Board acts
as advisor to the governing board of the
county or city on projects, programs, or
issues affecting the agricultural economy or way of life within the county.
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For the Public
Preserving NC and Harnett County’s number
one industry.
NC agriculture is an over $68 billion business annually with greater than $236 million being generated by Harnett County
farmers. The success of the VAD program
will foster the growth, development, and
sustainability of family farms as well as
increase public awareness of agriculture in
NC and Harnett County.
County wide economic benefit.
An American Farmland Trust study
showed that for every dollar in taxes received from working land, only 34 cents in
services is paid by the government. However, services paid to residential development are an average of $1.15 per dollar of
taxes received. Therefore, it is a net gain
of revenue for the tax base and thus an
economic benefit for the county to
preserve working lands.
Quality of life.
When farms are kept in agriculture, it
maintains the quality of life that many
Harnett County families enjoy each day.
Field and woodlands are both a visual
pleasure and contribute to the clean air and
water. Rural working landscapes are an
integral part of our heritage and must be
preserved for future generations and to
attract new families and industries to
Harnett County.
Ability to buy locally grown products.
Maintaining the agriculture industry in
Harnett County allows consumers to purchase and consume products from local
agricultural producers and have a sound
knowledge of where and how their food is
produced.

For more details or to obtain an
application and most recent
Harnett VAD Ordinance,
please call the Harnett SWCD
office or visit our website.
(http://www.harnett.org/soilwater/)

Staff will be happy to assist
you in
completing the application.
Once approved by the
Agricultural Advisory Board,
letters will be mailed to
applicants notifying them of
their acceptance.

VAD
Enrolled Farm

Careers In Conservation Scholarship
Applications for the 2017 Careers in Conservation
Scholarship are due to the Harnett SWCD office by no
later than December 2, 2016 . Please contact our office
to receive an application. The Careers in Conservation
Scholarship is awarded by the NC Foundation for Soil and
Water Conservation and is intended to increase the number
of qualified graduates committed to working in the area of
Soil and Water Conservation.
Gerhard Reilly, graduate of Overhills High School and now
Junior at NCSU, is the recipient of the 2016 NC Foundation
for Soil and Water Conservation $1,000 Careers in
Conservation Scholarship. Gerhard is majoring in Poultry
Science with a minor in Natural Resources. Gerhard
represented the Harnett SWCD as an Envirothon team
member in 2010 as a middle school student and again in
2014 at the high school level. He also represented the Harnett SWCD at RCW in 2013. Through his involvement in 4-H
and FFA, Gerhard has been involved in numerous natural resources related projects that have proven his interest in
conservation and have assisted him in starting to build a great resume towards a career in conservation.
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Harnett Students Attend Time-Honored
Resource Conservation Workshop
Joining 91 other students from across the State, four Harnett
County high school students attended the 53rd annual Resource
Conservation Workshop in Raleigh June 26 – July 1, 2016. Students were selected by their local Soil and Water Conservation
District Boards based on their involvement and interest in natural
resources conservation. Representatives from Harnett included
Taylor Foster, Triton High School, Tiffany Ray and Natalia Garza,
Overhills High School, and Aidan Rucker from Western Harnett High School.
During the course of the week, classroom instruction and outdoor learning experiences were presented by resource
professionals including scientists, foresters, biologists, wetland specialists, wildlife experts and engineers. Each session was
geared towards increasing the students’ knowledge of the science involved in natural resources management in addition to
providing an insight into future educational and career paths related to natural resources conservation. “Attending Resource
Conservation Workshop didn't just let me expand my knowledge and understanding of our natural resources, but it also let
me meet new people with the same interest. I was able to gain experience with different careers and share stories and ideas
with my peers” commented Natalia Garza who is a rising sophomore at Overhills High School.
Students were engaged in hands-on learning activities at multiple study sights including N.C. State University Campus and
the University’s Lake Wheeler Road Research Farm, Clemmons Educational State Forest, and Falls Lake State Recreation
Area. “The experience gave me a whole new perspective on my future and will be some of the best memories of my life”
said Aidan Rucker who is an upcoming junior at Western Harnett High School.
The annual Resource Conservation Workshop is a 53 year old commitment by
multiple organizations and agencies to ensure that today’s generation of learners
see the connection between the health of our natural resources and the future
2015-2016
success of our Nation. Hugh Hammond Bennett, the Father of Soil and Water
Conservation, once said “take care of the land and the land will take care of you.”
Harnett SWCD
Instructors represented agencies including N.C. State University, N.C. Department
Conservation
Of Environmental and Natural Resources, N.C. Forest Service, multiple Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, U.S. Department of Agricultural Natural Resources
Education
Conservation Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Students
Reached
2,758

2016 RCW Students
From Left to Right:
Taylor Foster,
Tiffany Ray,
Natalia Garza, and Aidan Rucker
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Envirothon
A Natural Challenge

Community
Service Learning
Project
presentation for
the Harnett
Agicultural
Advisory Board

2016 Envirothon
Team Members
Will Bauer
Kristen Swagler
Tiffany Ray
Madison Reilly
Tessa Fisher

The Envirothon is North America’s largest environmental education competition
where middle school and high school teams compete by demonstrating their
knowledge of environmental science and natural resource management. The
teams, each consisting of five students from participating schools, home study
groups and clubs, exercise their training and problem-solving skills in a competition centered on five testing categories: soils/land use, aquatic ecology, forestry,
wildlife and current environmental issues. High School teams have the added
component of an Oral Presentation that requires the students to assemble their
knowledge and use critical thought to solve a complex environmental problem
and present their solution . There is also an optional Community Service Learning Project that teams may choose to compete in. Teams begin competition at
the Area level with the opportunity to advance to State and National
competitions.
In the 2016 competition, the Overhills High School FFA Chapter Envirothon Team,
advanced to the state competition and received 1st Place for their Community
Service Learning Project which focused on pollinator education. Team members
placed two bee hives at a local produce farm and also utilized an observation hive
to provide demonstrations to local school and community groups. Funds to purchase the bee keeping and educational supplies needed were secured from both a
NC Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom and Keep NC Beautiful grant.
If your student or school is interested in participating in the NC Envirothon
Program, Harnett SWCD staff will assist in training teams by providing resource
materials, leading practice sessions, and organizing additional conservation
professionals to conduct group training sessions addressing each of the 5 subject
areas. The Harnett SWCD Board of Supervisors will sponsor registration for teams
advancing to the state contest.
Important Envirothon Dates
November 17, 2016—Deadline to register Envirothon Teams with the Harnett
SWCD
December 2016-March 2017—District wide study sessions will be scheduled based
on number of teams registered (teams are encouraged to schedule their own
study sessions also)
March 23, 2017—Area VII Envirothon, Jones Lake State Park, Elizabethtown
April 2017—NC Envirothon, Cedarock Park, Burlington
July 23-29, 2017—North American Envirothon, Maryland

Envirothon Team members took a trip
during Spring Break to explore the
French Broad River Basin and visited
some important natural resources sites.
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Conservation Education
Funding Opportunities
NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation
Auxiliary Grant
Each year the NCASWCD accepts grant applications for ideas that assist teachers in
implementing conservation education in the classroom using conservation and
environmental practices as a learning tool with students. Eligible applicants are
teachers and principals in grades K-12 serving North Carolina schools. Grants will be
awarded up to $500 or less if the budget summary indicates that a smaller amount is
needed for the specific project.
Applications are due to the Harnett Soil and Water Conservation District Office by
November 14, 2016. Please contact the District Office to receive an application.
District staff will be happy to assist with activity implementation if requested.

NC Farm Bureau
Ag In the Classroom Grant
Applications are due November 15, 2016 for the North Carolina Farm Bureau Ag In
the Classroom grant. NC Farm Bureau provides agricultural outreach grants to NC
teachers through the Ag in the Classroom...Going Local program in amounts up to
$500.

CAUTION
FARM
SAFETY
ZONE

These grants are intended to help pre-K through collegiate level teachers provide
real-world experiences directly related to agriculture. Proposals must correlate to the
Common Core and Essential Standards.
More information and the online grant application can be found by visiting:
http://www.ncagintheclassroom.com/. NOTE: Please email any helpful materials,
lesson plans, or documents that may supplement your application for grant money to
michele.reedy@ncfb.org. To ensure emailed materials are associated with the correct
application, you should format your subject line as follows: Going Local Grant
[School Name] [Name of Applicant]. Once you have completed each question, please
remember to SUBMIT your application.

Fall is harvest season
for farmers.
Following slow moving
farm equipment for 2
miles in the country is
like waiting for 2 stop
lights in town.

http://www.necasag.org/nationalfarmsafetyandhealthweek/

8
8

Please stay a safe
distance back, share the
road this harvest season,
and remember farmers
feed us three times
everyday.

FREE Classroom Resources
Teachers, enhance your classroom and provide
curriculum based visuals for your students with these
free classroom resources. Stop by the Harnett SWCD
office anytime during the week, or call 910-893-7584
and ask to speak to Lynn Lambert to have the
resources delivered to your school. You can also email
your request to llambert@harnett.org.
NC River Basin Classroom Packets
This packet features a poster identifying each
of NC’s 17 river basins, a Discover NC’s River Basins guidebook, and a pamphlet on each
river basin providing historical and ecological
facts.
Scientific terms highlighted include: estuary,
watershed, groundwater, ecosystem, topography, wetlands, biodiversity, soil, climate, energy, invasive species, sediment, riparian, nonpoint source pollution...just to name a few.

Integrate social studies
with earth science as
this poster takes you on
a journey back in time.
See just how much time
passes for only one inch
of soil to form.

Harnett County Soil Survey
Classroom Sets

Everyone knows
that carnivorous
plants eat insects,
but did you know
they do not eat the
ones that pollinate
them.? Now that’s
what you call a
smart plant!
This poster features
common carnivorous plants and
identifies the insects that pollinate
them. Includes
scientific and
common names.

The Harnett County Soil Survey
book contains detailed descriptions
of all soil types found in Harnett
County. Students can discover soils
information by analyzing tables,
charts, and map legends. Information can be further processed to
solve environmental issues and
solve land management scenarios.
Sets include 10 books, perfect for
team building projects.
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Harnett Soil and Water Conservation District
PO Box 267
Lillington, NC 27546

Conservation
Calendar




Harnett Soil and Water Conservation District
126 Alexander Drive, Suite 200
PO Box 267
Lillington, NC 27546



2016—Longleaf Pine Workshop/Tour
5, 2016—Labor Day, Office Closed
8, 2016—AgWRAP Applications Due
18-24, 2016—National Farm Health and
Safety Week
November 8, 2016—Election Day
November 11, 2016—Veterans Day, Office Closed
November 14, 2016—Auxiliary Grant Applications Due
to District Office
November 15, 2016—Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom
Grant Application Due (online)
November 24-25, 2016—Thanksgiving Holiday, Office Closed
December 23, 26-27—Christmas Holiday, Office Closed

http://www.harnett.org/soilwater/





August 25,
September
September
September

910-893-7584






1 teaspoon of good farm soil
contains up to 1 Billion Bacteria of
more than 4,000 species.
These bacteria help soil hold water,
create plant nutrients, and prevent
disease.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/
nrcs/detailfull/soils/health/biology/?
cid=nrcs142p2_053862

https://www.facebook.com/HarnettSWCD
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