
 

421 “Ed-Med” Corridor Overlay  

U.S. 421 is a major thoroughfare used by people living and working in Harnett County. This route includes 

prime locations for economic development opportunities. These locations include the Brightwater Technology 

& Business Park, Central Harnett Regional Hospital, the Town of Lillington, Central Carolina Community 

College, Campbell University and its many attributes, Harnett Regional Jetport, into the Town of Erwin and the 

City of Dunn, where another hospital is located, Betsy Johnson Hospital, and ultimately intersecting with I-95.   

Brightwater campus consists of two parks, Brightwater Technology Park and Brightwater Business Park. The 
campus is home to the 130,000-square-foot, Central Harnett Hospital as well as Central Carolina Community 
College’s Health Sciences Center.  Brightwater Business Park is directly across U.S. 401 and is home to East 
Carolina University’s regional dental community service facility and First Choice Community Health Center.  
Both parks are also in close proximity to the Harnett County Courthouse and Government Complex on U.S. 
401. 

As recommended in the Harnett County Comprehensive Growth Plan this “Ed-Med” corridor is a location 
where conceptual plans paired with marketing efforts could be advantageous.   

o  “Concentrate future economic growth in the Campbell health-education corridor, along the I-95 

corridor, in pockets contiguous to high residential concentrations for retail and services, and in 

the municipalities.” 

 The management of access will be a key factor for safety, appearance, and overall functioning of this 

central artery. 

 Protect and preserve rural landscape along the undeveloped and environmentally sensitive areas of the 

corridor through limited access and provisions for preserving woodlands and vegetative growth along 

these portions of the corridor.   

 Encourage residential and commercial development standards along the corridor that will preserve the 

existing landscape providing attractive entrances or “gateways” into the county, utilizing architectural 

standards, etc.  These will also promote safe traffic patterns through shared access, lateral access 

(access management) and parking. 

 

The U.S.421/ “Ed-Med” Corridor Overlay District will establish supplemental regulations beyond the regulatory 

zoning requirements of the Unified Development Order to enhance the appearance and functionality of future       

development along one Harnett County’s most important gateways.  

U.S. Highway 421 is a major thoroughfare connecting   people living and working across Harnett County. The 

thoroughfare is home to regionally significant educational and medical institutions, such as Harnett Regional 

and Betsy Johnson Hospitals, Campbell University, and    Central Carolina Community College. The presence 

of these institutions paired with available commercially zoned property facilitate opportunities for further 

economic development and commercial growth for Harnett County and surrounding areas along the 

thoroughfare. A new zoning overlay district, the Hwy 421 “Ed-Med” Corridor Overlay District will be applied 

over a portion of the Hwy 421 corridor ahead of the anticipated growth. 
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